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Marie-Joseph Paul Y ves Roch Gilbert du Motier de La Fayette, Marquis de La Fayette (French: [?lb?? dy
m?tje ma?ki d(?) lafg?]; 6 September 1757 — 20 May 1834), known in the United States as L afayette (),
was a French military officer and politician who volunteered to join the Continental Army, led by General
George Washington, in the American Revolutionary War. L afayette commanded Continental Army troops in
the decisive siege of Y orktown in 1781, the Revolutionary War's final major battle, which secured American
independence. After returning to France, L afayette became a key figure in the French Revolution of 1789 and
the July Revolution of 1830 and continues to be celebrated as a hero in both France and the United States.

L afayette was born into a wealthy land-owning family in Chavaniac in the province of Auvergne in south-
central France. He followed the family's martial tradition and was commissioned an officer at age 13. He
became convinced that the American revolutionary cause was noble, and he traveled to the New World
seeking glory in it. He was made amajor general at age 19 but was initially not given American troops to
command. He fought with the Continental Army at the Battle of Brandywine near Chadds Ford,
Pennsylvania, where he was wounded but organized an orderly retreat, and he served with distinction in the
Battle of Rhode Island. In the middle of the war, he returned home to France to lobby for an increase in
French support for the American Revolution. He returned to Americain 1780 and was given senior positions
in the Continental Army. In 1781, troops under his command in Virginia blocked a British army led by Lord
Cornwallis until other American and French forces could position themselves for the decisive siege of

Y orktown.

L afayette returned to France and was appointed to the Assembly of Notablesin 1787, convened in response
to thefiscal crisis. He was elected a member of the Estates General of 1789, where representatives met from
the three traditional orders of French society: the clergy, the nobility, and the commoners. After the National
Constituent Assembly was formed, he helped to write the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
with Thomas Jefferson’s assistance. This document was inspired by the United States Declaration of
Independence, which was authored primarily by Jefferson, and invoked natural law to establish basic
principles of the democratic nation-state. He al so advocated the abolition of slavery, in keeping with the
philosophy of natural rights. After the storming of the Bastille, he was appointed commander-in-chief of
France's National Guard and tried to steer a middle course through the years of revolution. In August 1792,
radical factions ordered his arrest, and he fled to the Austrian Netherlands. He was captured by Austrian
troops and spent more than five yearsin prison.

L afayette returned to France after Napoleon Bonaparte secured hisrelease in 1797, though he refused to
participate in Napoleon's government. After the Bourbon Restoration of 1814, he became aliberal member of
the Chamber of Deputies, a position which he held for most of the remainder of hislife. In 1824, President
James Monroe invited him to the United States as the nation's guest, where he visited all 24 statesin the
union and met a rapturous reception. During France's July Revolution of 1830, he declined an offer to
become the French dictator. Instead, he supported Louis-Philippe as king, but turned against him when the
monarch became autocratic. He died on 20 May 1834 and is buried in Picpus Cemetery in Paris, under soil
from Bunker Hill. He is sometimes known as " The Hero of the Two Worlds' for his accomplishmentsin the
service of both France and the United States.
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Lafayette Square is a seven-acre (28,327 m2) public park located within President's Park in Washington,
D.C., directly north of the White House on H Street, bounded by Jackson Place on the west, Madison Place
on the east and Pennsylvania Avenue on the south. It is named for the general, the Marquis de L afayette, a
French aristocrat, and hero of the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783) and includes several statues of
revolutionary heroes from Europe, including Lafayette, while at its center is afamous statue of early 19th
century U.S. president and general Andrew Jackson on horseback with both of the horse's front hooves
raised.

L afayette Square and the surrounding structures were designated the L afayette Square Historic District in
1970.
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Lafayette Collegeisaprivate libera arts college in Easton, Pennsylvania. Founded in 1826 by James
Madison Porter and other citizensin Easton, the college first held classes in 1832. The founders voted to
name the college after General Lafayette, a hero of the American Revolution.

Located on College Hill in Easton, the campus overlooks the Delaware River and is situated in the Lehigh
Valley, about 70 mi (110 km) west of New Y ork City and 60 mi (97 km) north of Philadel phia.

L afayette enrolls approximately 2,700 undergraduate students and offers programs in the humanities, social
sciences, natural sciences, and engineering. The college emphasizes small class sizes and undergraduate
research, and it competesin NCAA Division | athletics as a member of the Patriot League. As of 2024, its
endowment was valued at over $1 billion.
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Lafayette ( LA(H)-F-ee-ET, French: [lafg?t]) isthe most populous city in and the parish seat of Lafayette
Parishin the U.S. state of Louisiana, located along the Vermilion River. It is Louisianas fourth-most
populous city with a 2020 census population of 121,374; the consolidated city-parish's popul ation was
241,753 in 2020. The L afayette metropolitan area was Louisianas third largest metropolitan statistical area
with a population of 478,384 at the 2020 census. The Acadianaregion containing Lafayette is the largest
population and economic corridor between Houston, Texas and New Orleans.

Originally established as Vermilionville in the 1820s and incorporated in 1836, L afayette developed as an
agricultural community until the introduction of retail and entertainment centers, and the discovery of ail in
the areain the 1940s. Since the discovery of ail, the city and parish have had the highest number of workers
in the oil and natural gasindustry in Louisiana as of 2018. With the issuance of a bond ordinance for a series
of roads connecting nearby settlements; the establishment of the University of Louisiana System's L afayette
campus; and the continued diversification of its economy, Lafayette and its metropolitan area have
experienced population growth since the 1840 census and was promptly nicknamed "The Hub City.” The city
and parish of Lafayette are also known as the "Heart of Acadiana."

Asaresult of its growth, the city and region have become major centers for the technology industry;
L afayette also became a major center for health care and social services, aerospace, banking and retail.



Notable corporations with headquarters or alarge presence in the L afayette area have included Amazon,
Brookshire Grocery Company, CGI, JP Morgan Chase, Ochsner Health System, Petroleum Helicopters
International, and Rouses Markets.

Lafayette is home to a diverse population from Louisiana Creole and Cajun backgrounds. In 2014, L afayette
was named the "Happiest City in America.” The city and region's cultural icons include Alexandre Mouton
House, Brandt House, Charles H. Mouton House, the Cathedral of Saint John the Evangelist, Daigle House,
First United Methodist Church, Holy Rosary Institute, Hope Lodge No. 145, and Old Lafayette City Hall. Its
educational institutions include the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, South L ouisiana Community
College, and Remington College.
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Lafayette Ronald Hubbard (March 13, 1911 — January 24, 1986) was an American author and the founder of
Scientology. A prolific writer of pulp science fiction and fantasy novelsin his early career, in 1950 he
authored the pseudoscientific book Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health and established
organizations to promote and practice Dianetics techniques. Hubbard created Scientology in 1952 after losing
the intellectual rights to hisliterature on Dianeticsin bankruptcy. He would lead the Church of Scientology —
variously described as a cult, a new religious movement, or a business — until his death in 1986.

Bornin Tilden, Nebraska, in 1911, Hubbard spent much of his childhood in Helena, Montana. While his
father was posted to the U.S. naval base on Guam in the late 1920s, Hubbard traveled to Asia and the South
Pacific. In 1930, Hubbard enrolled at George Washington University to study civil engineering but dropped
out in his second year. He began his career as an author of pulp fiction and married Margaret Grubb, who
shared hisinterest in aviation.

Hubbard was an officer in the Navy during World War 11, where he briefly commanded two ships but was
removed from command both times. The last few months of his active service were spent in a hospital, being
treated for avariety of complaints. After the war, he sought psychiatric help from aveteran's charity hospital
in Georgia. While acting as alay analyst, or peer counselor, in Georgia, Hubbard began writing what would
become Dianetics. In 1951, Hubbard's wife Sara said that experts had diagnosed him with paranoid
schizophrenia and recommended lifelong hospitalization. In 1953, the first Scientology organizations were
founded by Hubbard. In 1954, a Scientology church in Los Angeles was founded, which became the Church
of Scientology International. Hubbard added organizational management strategies, principles of pedagogy, a
theory of communication and prevention strategies for healthy living to the teachings of Scientology. As
Scientology came under increasing media attention and legal pressure in a number of countries during the
late 1960s and early 1970s, Hubbard spent much of histime at sea as "commodore” of the Sea Organization,
aprivate, quasi-paramilitary Scientologist fleet.

Hubbard returned to the United Statesin 1975 and went into seclusion in the California desert after an
unsuccessful attempt to take over the town of Clearwater, Florida. In 1978, Hubbard was convicted of fraud
in absentia by France. In the same year, 11 high-ranking members of Scientology were indicted on 28
chargesfor their role in the Church’'s Snow White Program, a systematic program of espionage against the
United States government. One of the indicted was Hubbard's wife Mary Sue Hubbard; he himself was
named an unindicted co-conspirator. Hubbard spent the remaining years of hislife in seclusion, attended to
by asmall group of Scientology officials.

Following his 1986 death, Scientology |eaders announced that Hubbard's body had become an impediment to
his work and that he had decided to "drop his body" to continue his research on another plane of existence.
The Church of Scientology describes Hubbard in hagiographic terms, though many of his autobiographical



statements were fictitious. Sociologist Stephen Kent has observed that Hubbard "likely presented a
personality disorder known as malignant narcissism."
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On June 1, 2020, amid the George Floyd protests in Washington, D.C., law enforcement officers used tear
gas and other riot control tactics to forcefully clear peaceful protesters from Lafayette Square, creating a path
for President Donald Trump and senior administration officials to walk from the White House to St. John's
Episcopa Church. Trump held a Bible and posed for a photo op in front of Ashburton House (the church's
parish house), which had been defaced by graffiti and damaged by afire set during protests the night before.

The clearing of demonstrators from Lafayette Square was widely condemned as excessive force and an
affront to the First Amendment right to freedom of assembly. Just before visiting the church, Trump
delivered a speech in which he urged the governors of U.S. statesto quell violent protests by using the
National Guard to "dominate the streets,” or he would otherwise "deploy the United States military and
guickly solve the problem."

Former military leaders, current religious leaders, and elected officials from both major political parties
condemned Trump for the event, though some of Trump's fellow Republicans defended the actions. The
event was described by The New Y ork Times as "a burst of violence unlike any seen in the shadow of the
White House in generations" and possibly one of the defining moments of the Trump presidency. Civil
liberties groups filed afederal lawsuit against Trump, U.S. Attorney General William Barr, and other federal
officials, alleging they violated protesters constitutional rights. General Mark A. Milley, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, later apologized for hisrole in the photo op.

A June 2021 Interior Department Inspector General review of U.S. Park Police actions found that Park Police
did not clear protesters from Lafayette Park for Trump's visit to St. John's Church but as part of aplanto
erect fencing. The Park Police incident commander was reportedly stunned when Barr informed him of
Trump's impending visit. That report also confirmed the use of tear gas by D.C. Metropolitan Police,

revealed Park Police did not request deployment of Bureau of Prisons to the park, and reported that it was not
known why U.S. Secret Service had deployed ahead of schedule, advancing on protesters before the Park
Police had a chance to warn protesters to disperse. The report also indicated that Park Police commanders
could not identify who gave the order to deploy.
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Jean Guttery Fritz (November 16, 1915 — May 14, 2017) was an American children's writer best known for
American biography and history. She won the Children's Legacy Literature Award for her career contribution
to American children'sliterature in 1986. She turned 100 in November 2015 and died in May 2017 at the age
of 101.
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Donald John Trump (born June 14, 1946) is an American politician, media personality, and businessman who
isthe 47th president of the United States. A member of the Republican Party, he served as the 45th president



from 2017 to 2021.

Born into awealthy family in New Y ork City, Trump graduated from the University of Pennsylvaniain 1968
with a bachelor's degree in economics. He became the president of hisfamily's real estate businessin 1971,
renamed it the Trump Organization, and began acquiring and building skyscrapers, hotels, casinos, and golf
courses. He launched side ventures, many licensing the Trump name, and filed for six business bankruptcies
in the 1990s and 2000s. From 2004 to 2015, he hosted the redlity television show The Apprentice, bolstering
hisfame as a hillionaire. Presenting himself as a political outsider, Trump won the 2016 presidential election
against Democratic Party nominee Hillary Clinton.

During hisfirst presidency, Trump imposed atravel ban on seven Muslim-majority countries, expanded the
Mexico-United States border wall, and enforced afamily separation policy on the border. He rolled back
environmental and business regulations, signed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, and appointed three Supreme
Court justices. In foreign policy, Trump withdrew the U.S. from agreements on climate, trade, and Iran's
nuclear program, and initiated a trade war with China. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic from 2020, he
downplayed its severity, contradicted health officials, and signed the CARES Act. After losing the 2020
presidential election to Joe Biden, Trump attempted to overturn the result, culminating in the January 6
Capitol attack in 2021. He was impeached in 2019 for abuse of power and obstruction of Congress, and in
2021 for incitement of insurrection; the Senate acquitted him both times.

In 2023, Trump was found liable in civil cases for sexual abuse and defamation and for business fraud. He
was found guilty of falsifying business records in 2024, making him the first U.S. president convicted of a
felony. After winning the 2024 presidential election against Kamala Harris, he was sentenced to a penalty-
free discharge, and two felony indictments against him for retention of classified documents and obstruction
of the 2020 election were dismissed without prejudice. A racketeering case related to the 2020 election in
Georgiais pending.

Trump began his second presidency by initiating mass layoffs of federal workers. He imposed tariffs on
nearly all countries at the highest level since the Great Depression and signed the One Big Beautiful Bill Act.
His administration's actions—including intimidation of political opponents and civil society, deportations of
immigrants, and extensive use of executive orders—have drawn over 300 lawsuits challenging their legality.
High-profile cases have underscored his broad interpretation of the unitary executive theory and have led to
significant conflicts with the federal courts. Judges found many of his administration's actionsto beillegal,
and several have been described as unconstitutional.

Since 2015, Trump's leadership style and political agenda—often referred to as Trumpism—have reshaped
the Republican Party's identity. Many of his comments and actions have been characterized as racist or
misogynistic, and he has made false or misleading statements and promoted conspiracy theories to an extent
unprecedented in American politics. Trump's actions, especially in his second term, have been described as
authoritarian and contributing to democratic backsliding. After hisfirst term, scholars and historians ranked
him as one of the worst presidentsin American history.
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Lafayette Curry Baker (October 13, 1826 — July 3, 1868) was a United States investigator and spy, serving
the Union Army during the American Civil War and under Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew
Johnson.
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Big Brother 27 is the twenty-seventh season of the American reality television program Big Brother. The
program is an adaptation of the franchise created in 1999 by John de Mol. The season features a murder
mystery hotel theme. It premiered on CBS on July 10, 2025, with filming beginning two days prior and
running for 83 days, concluding on September 28, 2025. The season also celebrates the 25-year anniversary
of the seriesas awhole.
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