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Splendid isolation is a term used to describe the 19th-century British diplomatic practice of avoiding
permanent alliances from 1815 to 1902. The concept developed as early as 1822, when Britain left the post-
1815 Concert of Europe, and continued until the 1902 Anglo-Japanese Alliance and the 1904 Entente
Cordiale with France. As Europe was divided into two power blocs, Britain became aligned with the French
Third Republic and the Russian Empire (known as the Triple Entente) against the German Empire, Austria-
Hungary and the Kingdom of Italy (The Triple Alliance).

The term was coined in January 1896 by a Canadian politician, George Eulas Foster. He indicated his
approval for Britain's minimal involvement in European affairs by saying "In these somewhat troublesome
days when the great Mother Empire stands splendidly isolated in Europe."

There is considerable historical debate over the extent to which this approach was intentional or accidental,
its impact, or even if it ever existed, other than as a useful phrase.

Transverse City

on &quot;Networking&quot;; harmony on &quot;Gridlock&quot; Mike Campbell – guitar on
&quot;Splendid Isolation&quot;; guitar and mandolin on &quot;Nobody&#039;s in Love This Year&quot;
Jack Casady

Transverse City is the seventh studio album by American recording artist Warren Zevon, released in October
1989 by Virgin Records. It features appearances from guitarists Neil Young, David Gilmour (of Pink Floyd),
Jerry Garcia (of Grateful Dead) and Mike Campbell (of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers), as well as jazz
pianist Chick Corea. Michael Ironside provides narration on the track "Run Straight Down".
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Sir George Eulas Foster (September 3, 1847 – December 30, 1931) was a Canadian politician and academic.

Foster was a Member of Parliament (MP) and a Senator in the Canadian Parliament for a total of 45 years, 5
months and 24 days. He enjoys the unique distinction of having served in the cabinets of seven Canadian
Prime Ministers: Macdonald, Abbott, Thompson, Bowell, Tupper, Borden and Meighen.

He coined the phrase "splendid isolation" to praise British foreign policy in the late 19th century.

Two factors thwarted whatever ambitions he may have had to become Prime Minister himself: his legally
questionable marriage in Chicago to his newly divorced former landlady, and his later involvement in a trust
company scandal.
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László Fogarasi Jr. (born September 14, 1980), known by his stage name Yonderboi, is a Hungarian
composer, music producer and visual artist. His debut album, Shallow and Profound, released in 2000,
brought Eastern European music to the Western European electronic music scene, and was met with critical
acclaim by producers Laurent Garnier and Gilles Peterson on Radio Nova and BBC Radio 1 Worldwide
respectively, as well as performing at the Sziget festival and the Lowlands festival in 2000. His most notable
collaboration so far has been an audio-visual show with British film director legend Peter Greenaway during
the Berlin Film Festival of 2009.

He has performed on diverse stages over the years, including festivals such as Sónar, Pukkelpop, Lowlands,
Big Chill, Sziget, ADE and venues such as Razzmatazz in Barcelona, Melkweg and Paradiso (Amsterdam).
Yonderboi's music is often licensed to films, TV and fashion shows or video games, and he has scored
movies, theater pieces and he has also composed music for art exhibitions like the Swiss Pavilion of the
Venice Biennale 2001.
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House of Splendid Isolation is a 1994 novel by Irish novelist Edna O'Brien. The novel depicts the relations of
an Irish Republican Army terrorist and his hostage, an elderly woman. The novel brings elements of the
thriller genre to O'Brien's ongoing explorations of Irish society. It is based on the life of Dominic McGlinchy,
whom O'Brien interviewed while incarcerated in Portlaoise Prison.
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The Royal Navy (RN) is the naval warfare force of the United Kingdom. It is a component of His Majesty's
Naval Service, and its officers hold their commissions from the King. Although warships were used by
English and Scottish kings from the early medieval period, the first major maritime engagements were fought
in the Hundred Years' War against France. The modern Royal Navy traces its origins to the English Navy of
the early 16th century; the oldest of the UK's armed services, it is consequently known as the Senior Service.

From the early 18th century until the Second World War, it was the world's most powerful navy. The Royal
Navy played a key part in establishing and defending the British Empire, and four Imperial fortress colonies
and a string of imperial bases and coaling stations secured the Royal Navy's ability to assert naval
superiority. Following World War I, it was significantly reduced in size. During the Cold War, the Royal
Navy transformed into a primarily anti-submarine force, hunting for Soviet submarines and mostly active in
the GIUK gap. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, its focus returned to expeditionary operations.

The Royal Navy maintains a fleet of technologically sophisticated ships, submarines, and aircraft, including
two aircraft carriers, four ballistic missile submarines (which maintain the nuclear deterrent), five nuclear
fleet submarines, six guided missile destroyers, eight frigates, eight mine-countermeasure vessels and twenty-
six patrol vessels. As mid-2025, there are 63 active and commissioned ships (including submarines as well as
one historic ship, HMS Victory) in the Royal Navy, plus 10 ships of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA). There
are also four Point-class sealift ships from the Merchant Navy available to the RFA under a private finance
initiative, while the civilian Marine Services operate auxiliary vessels which further support the Royal Navy
in various capacities. The RFA replenishes Royal Navy warships at sea and, as of 2024–25, provides the lead
elements of the Royal Navy's amphibious warfare capabilities through its three Bay-class landing ship
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The Royal Navy is part of His Majesty's Naval Service, which also includes the Royal Marines and the Royal
Fleet Auxiliary. The professional head of the Naval Service is the First Sea Lord who is an admiral and
member of the Defence Council of the United Kingdom. The Defence Council delegates management of the
Naval Service to the Admiralty Board, chaired by the secretary of state for defence. The Royal Navy operates
from three bases in Britain where commissioned ships and submarines are based: Portsmouth, Clyde and
Devonport, the last being the largest operational naval base in Western Europe, as well as two naval air
stations, RNAS Yeovilton and RNAS Culdrose where maritime aircraft are based.

Splendid Isolation (album)

Splendid Isolation is the second studio album recorded by Yonderboi. All lyrics are written by Yonderboi.
Imre Németh Primary School Chamber Choir

led - Splendid Isolation is the second studio album recorded by Yonderboi.
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The Triple Entente (from French entente [??t??t] meaning "friendship, understanding, agreement") describes
the informal understanding between the Russian Empire, the French Third Republic, and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. It was built upon the Franco-Russian Alliance of 1894, the Entente
Cordiale of 1904 between France and Britain, and the Anglo-Russian Entente of 1907. It formed a powerful
counterweight to the Triple Alliance of the German Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the Kingdom
of Italy. The Triple Entente, unlike the Triple Alliance or the Franco-Russian Alliance itself, was not an
alliance of mutual defence.

The Franco-Japanese Treaty of 1907 was a key part of building a coalition as France took the lead in creating
alliances with Japan, Russia, and (informally) with Britain. Japan wanted to raise a loan in Paris, so France
made the loan contingent on a Russo-Japanese agreement and a Japanese guarantee for France's strategically
vulnerable possessions in Indochina. Britain encouraged the Russo-Japanese rapprochement. Thus was built
the Triple Entente coalition that fought World War I.

At the start of World War I in 1914, all three Triple Entente members entered it as Allied Powers against the
Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria. On September 4, 1914, the
Triple Entente issued a declaration undertaking not to conclude a separate peace and only to demand terms of
peace agreed among the three parties. Historians continue to debate the importance of the alliance system as
one of the causes of World War I.
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Josephine Edna O'Brien (15 December 1930 – 27 July 2024) was an Irish novelist, memoirist, playwright,
poet and short-story writer.

O'Brien's works often revolve around the inner feelings of women and their problems relating to men and
society as a whole. Her first novel, The Country Girls (1960), has been credited with breaking silence on
sexual matters and social issues during a repressive period in Ireland after the Second World War. The book
was banned and denounced from the pulpit. Many of her novels were translated into French. Her memoir,

Splendid Isolation



Country Girl, was published in 2012, and her last novel, Girl, was published in 2019. Many of her novels
were based in Ireland, especially in County Clare, but Girl was a fictional account of a victim of the 2014
Chibok kidnapping in Nigeria.

In 2015, she was elected to Aosdána by her fellow artists and honoured with the title Saoi. She was the
recipient of many other awards and honours, winning the Irish PEN Award in 2001 and the biennial David
Cohen Prize in 2019. France made her a Commandeur de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in 2021. Her short
story collection Saints and Sinners won the 2011 Frank O'Connor International Short Story Award, the
world's richest prize for that genre.
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Robert Arthur Talbot Gascoyne-Cecil, 3rd Marquess of Salisbury (; 3 February 1830 – 22 August 1903),
known as Lord Salisbury, was a British statesman and Conservative politician who served as Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom three times for a total of over thirteen years. He was also Foreign Secretary before
and during most of his tenure. He avoided international alignments or alliances, maintaining the policy of
"splendid isolation".

Lord Robert Cecil, later known as Lord Salisbury, was first elected to the House of Commons in 1854 and
served as Secretary of State for India in Lord Derby's Conservative government 1866–1867. In 1874, under
Disraeli, Salisbury returned as Secretary of State for India, and, in 1878, was appointed foreign secretary, and
played a leading part in the Congress of Berlin. After Disraeli's death in 1881, Salisbury emerged as the
Conservative leader in the House of Lords, with Sir Stafford Northcote leading the party in the Commons. He
succeeded William Ewart Gladstone as prime minister in June 1885, and held the office until January 1886.

When Gladstone came out in favour of Home Rule for Ireland later that year, Salisbury opposed him and
formed an alliance with the breakaway Liberal Unionists, winning the subsequent 1886 general election. His
biggest achievement in this term was obtaining the majority of the new territory in Africa during the
Scramble for Africa, avoiding a war or serious confrontation with the other powers. He remained as prime
minister until Gladstone's Liberals formed a government with the support of the Irish nationalists at the 1892
general election. The Liberals, however, lost the 1895 general election, and Salisbury for the third and last
time became prime minister. He led Britain to victory in a bitter, controversial war against the Boers, and led
the Unionists to another electoral victory in 1900. He relinquished the premiership to his nephew Arthur
Balfour in 1902 and died in 1903. He was the last prime minister to serve from the House of Lords
throughout the entirety of their premiership.

Historians agree that Salisbury was a strong and effective leader in foreign affairs, with a wide grasp of the
issues. Paul Smith characterises his personality as "deeply neurotic, depressive, agitated, introverted, fearful
of change and loss of control, and self-effacing but capable of extraordinary competitiveness." A
representative of the landed aristocracy, he held the reactionary credo, "Whatever happens will be for the
worse, and therefore it is in our interest that as little should happen as possible." Searle says that instead of
seeing his party's victory in 1886 as a harbinger of a new and more popular Conservatism, Salisbury longed
to return to the stability of the past, when his party's main function was to restrain what he saw as demagogic
liberalism and democratic excess. He is generally ranked in the upper tier of British prime ministers.
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