Sexual Violence As A Weapon Of War
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Wartime sexual violenceis rape or other forms of sexual violence committed by combatants during an armed
conflict, war, or military occupation often as spoils of war, but sometimes, particularly in ethnic conflict, the
phenomenon has broader sociological motives. Wartime sexual violence may aso include gang rape and rape
with objects. It is distinguished from sexual harassment, sexual assaults and rape committed amongst troops
in military service.

During war and armed conflict, rape is frequently used as a means of psychological warfarein order to
humiliate and terrorize the enemy. Wartime sexual violence may occur in avariety of situations, including
institutionalized sexual slavery, wartime sexual violence associated with specific battles or massacres, as well
asindividual or isolated acts of sexual violence.

Rape can also be recognized as genocide when it is committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part,
atargeted group. International legal instruments for prosecuting perpetrators of genocide were developed in
the 1990s, and the Akayesu case of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, between the
International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia and itself, which themselves were "pivotal judicial bodies[in]
the larger framework of transitional justice”, was "widely lauded for its historical precedent in successfully
prosecuting rape as an instrument of genocide”.
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Sexual violence in the Russian invasion of Ukraine has been committed by Armed Forces of Russia,
including the use of mass rape as a weapon of war. According to the Independent International Commission
of Inquiry on Ukraine, the victims of sexual assault by Russian soldiers ranged from 4 years old to over 80
yearsold.

The United Nations Human Rights High Commissioner issued a report on human rights violations and war
crimes in October 2022; in the opening summary section, it stated, "Furthermore, the Commission
documented patterns of summary executions, unlawful confinement, torture, ill-treatment, and rape and other
sexual violence committed in areas occupied by Russian armed forces across the four provinces on which it
focused. People have been detained, some have been unlawfully deported to the Russian Federation, and
many are still reported missing. Sexual violence has affected victims of all ages. Victims, including children,
were sometimes forced to witness the crimes. Children have become the victims of the full spectrum of
violations investigated by the Commission, including indiscriminate attacks, torture and rape, and have
suffered the predictable psychological consequences.”
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Sexual violenceis any harmful or unwanted sexual act, an attempt to obtain a sexual act through violence or
coercion, or an act directed against a person's sexuality without their consent, by any individual regardless of



their relationship to the victim. Thisincludes forced engagement in sexual acts, attempted or completed, and
may be physical, psychological, or verbal. It occursin times of peace and armed conflict situations, is
widespread, and is considered to be one of the most traumatic, pervasive, and most common human rights
violations.

Sexual violenceis a serious public health problem and has profound short- and long-term physical and
mental health impacts such as increased risks of sexual and reproductive health problems, suicide, and HIV
infection. Murder occurring either during a sexual assault or as aresult of an honor killing in responseto a
sexual assault is also afactor of sexual violence. Though women and girls suffer disproportionately from
these aspects, sexual violence can occur to anybody at any age; it is an act of violence that can be perpetrated
by parents, caregivers, acquaintances and strangers, as well as intimate partners. It israrely a crime of
passion, and is rather an aggressive act that frequently aimsto express power and dominance over the victim.

Sexual violence remains highly stigmatized in all settings, oftentimes dismissed as awomen's issue, thus
levels of disclosure of the assault vary between regions. In general, it is awidely underreported phenomenon,
thus available data tend to underestimate the true scale of the problem. In addition, sexual violenceisalso a
neglected area of research, thus deeper understanding of the issue isimperative in order to promote a
coordinated movement against it. Domestic sexual violence is distinguished from conflict-related sexual
violence. Often, people who coerce their spouses into sexual acts believe their actions are legitimate because
they are married. In times of conflict, sexual violence tends to be an inevitable repercussion of warfare
trapped in an ongoing cycle of impunity. Rape of women and of men is often used as a method of warfare
(war rape), as aform of attack on the enemy, typifying the conquest and degradation of its women or men or
captured male or female fighters. Even if strongly prohibited by international human rights law, customary
law and international humanitarian law, enforcement mechanisms are still fragile or even non-existent in
many corners of the world.

From a historical perspective, sexual violence was considered as only being perpetrated by men against
women and as being commonplace and "normal” during both war and peace times from the Ancient Greeks
to the 20th century. Thisled to the negligence of any indications of what the methods, aims and magnitude of
such violence was. It took until the end of the 20th century for sexual violence to no longer be considered a
minor issue and to gradually become criminalized. Sexual violenceis still used in modern warfare as recently
as in the Rwandan genocide and in the Gaza war, targeting both Israelis and Palestinians.
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The 2018 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Denis Mukwege (b. 1955) and Nadia Murad (b. 1993) "for their
efforts to end the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war and armed conflict,” according to the Norwegian
Nobel Committee announcement on 5 October 2018 in Oslo, Norway. "Both laureates have made a crucial
contribution to focusing attention on, and combating, such war crimes,” according to the award citation. After
reading the citation, Committee Chair Berit Reiss-Andersen told reporters that the impact of thisyear's award
isto highlight sexual abuse with the goal that every level of governance take responsibility to end such
crimes and impunities.

The citation also highlighted the historic context of the 2018 award: "This year marks a decade since the UN
Security Council adopted Resolution 1820 (2008), which determined that the use of sexual violence as a
weapon of war and armed conflict constitutes both awar crime and athreat to international peace and
security. Thisis also set out in the Rome Statute of 1998, which governs the work of the International
Criminal Court. The Statute establishes that sexual violence in war and armed conflict is a grave violation of
international law. A more peaceful world can only be achieved if women and their fundamental rights and
security are recognised and protected in war."



Mukwege is the first Congolese and Murad the seventeenth woman and first Iragi to receive the Nobel Peace
Prize. Each delivered a Nobel lecture on December 10 at Oslo City Hall as part of the Nobel Peace Prize
Award ceremony, which took place among main events scheduled during the December 9-11 "Nobel daysin
Odlo".
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During the ongoing Gaza war, Isragli male and female soldiers, guards and medical staff have reportedly
committed wartime sexual violence against Palestinian women, children and men including rape, gang-rape,
sexualized torture and genital mutilation. In February 2024, UN experts cited at |east two cases of Palestinian
women being raped by male Israeli soldiers. Palestinian boys and men have also been raped and subjected to
torture, and in some cases, the impact of rape and torture has led to death of the victim.

Inits June 2024 investigative report, the UN's Independent I nternational Commission of Inquiry on the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (Col) concluded: "The frequency, prevalence and severity of sexual and
gender-based crimes perpetrated against Palestinians since 7 October across the Occupied Palestinian
Territories (OPT) indicate that specific forms of Sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) are part of Isragli
Security Forces (ISF) operating procedures.”

In August 2024, Israeli human rights organization, B'Tselem, released areport on systematic Israeli abuse,
torture, sexual violence and rape of Palestinian detainees, calling the Isragli prison system a "network of
torture camps'. The report includes extensive testimonies from Palestinians. The Guardian also interviewed
Palestinian detainees, and reported they "back up [the] report by rights group B'Tselem, which saysjails
should now be labelled 'torture camps.”

In March 2025, the UN Human Rights Commission published a report on sexual and gender-based abuses
perpetrated by Israel against the Palestinian people, which concluded that sexual abuse of Palestiniansis
"committed either under explicit orders or with implicit encouragement by Israel’'s top civilian and military
leadership." Acts of sexual violence such as compulsory nudity, rape threats and sexual assault "comprise
part of the Israeli Security Forces standard operating procedures toward Palestinians”, says the report, with
Commission member Chris Sidoti adding that, "Sexual violence is now so widespread that it can only be
considered systematic. It's got beyond the level of random acts by rogue individuals.”

In addition to concluding that Israel uses sexual violence to "dominate and destroy the Palestinian people”,
the report also lists several measures taken by Isragl during the Gaza War, such as the bombing of Gaza's
reproductive clinics and restrictions on the arrival of medical supplies, as genocidal acts aimed at destroying
the reproductive rights of Palestinian women and preventing the birth of Palestinian babies.
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During the October 7 attacks, Israeli women, girls and men were reportedly subjected to sexual violence,
including rape and sexual assault by Hamas or other Gazan militants.

The extent of sexual violence perpetrated by militants, and whether it was planned and weaponised by the
attackers, has been the subject of intense debate and controversy. Initialy said to be "dozens' by Isradli
authorities, they later clarified they could not provide a number. The militants involved in the attack are
accused of having committed acts of gender-based violence, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.
Hamas has denied that its fighters committed any sexual assaults, and has called for an impartial international



investigation into the accusations.

In January 2024, it was reported that several victims of sexual violence from 7 October and captivity in Gaza
had come forward. A number of initial testimonies of sexual violence were later discredited, while Israel has
accused international human rights groups of downplaying assault reports. As of January 2025, the former
head of the security casesdivision in Israel's Southern District prosecutor's office said that no case was being
filed due to alack of evidence and complainants, which she said could be due to victims being dead or
unwilling to come forward.

The UN's Specia Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Pramila Patten reported in March 2024,
with the "full cooperation” of the Israeli government, that there was "clear and convincing information” that
Israeli hostages in Gaza had experienced sexual violence, and that there was "reasonable grounds to believe
that conflict-related sexual violence occurred during the 7 October attacks". The report was not a full
investigation, but designed to "collect and verify alegations®, and the team stated that their conclusions fell
below the legal threshold of being 'beyond a reasonable doubt'. The UN Commission of Inquiry (Col)
subsequently published alegally mandated report in June 2024 that stated there was "a pattern indicative of
sexual violence by Palestinian forces during the attack™, but that it was unable to independently verify
allegations of rape due to Israel's obstruction of itsinvestigation. It aso found some of the allegations to be
false and "no credible evidence" that Palestinian militants received orders to commit sexua violence.

On 12 April 2024, the European Union sanctioned military and special forces wings of Hamas and the armed
wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad due to their responsibility for the alleged sexual violence on 7 October. The
EU said the two groups' fighters "committed widespread sexual and gender-based violence in a systematic
manner, using it as aweapon of war." On 23 April 2024 the annual UN Secretary-General's report included
Patten's findings, but excluded Hamas from the "black list" of state and non-state parties guilty of sexual
violence in 2023 due to the lack of what it deemed to be credible evidence, and called on the Isragli
government to allow accessto "relevant UN bodiesto carry out afully-fledged investigation into all alleged
violations." In August 2025, UN General-Secretary Anténio Guterres announced his intentions to add Hamas
to the UN blacklist of organizations and countries that had committed sexual violence. However, he had
warned Israel could also be similarly blacklisted the following year unless it takes "necessary measures to
ensure immediate cessation of all acts of sexual violence."
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Sexual violence in the Algerian War was committed by the French army against both FLN/ALN members
and Algerian civilians. Victims included men, women, and even children. In contrast to torture, which has
been extensively documented and studied by historians, sexual violence has remained for along time ataboo
subject, for both Algerian and French sides. It was not until the early 2000s that the subject was approached
by historians and journalists. This effort has been limited by the scarcity of archivesrelated to sexual
violence, aswell asthe lack of testimonials of either the victims or the authors of crimes.
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The Dinah Project (Hebrew: ????7?? ????) is an organization dedicated to recognition and justice for victims
of sexual violence in war, emphasizing the victims of sexual violence in the October 7 attacks.
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Sexual violence refers to arange of completed or attempted sexual acts in which the affected party does not
or is unable to consent. Theories on the causes of sexual violence are numerous and have come out of many
different disciplines, such as women's studies, public health, and criminal justice. Proposed causes include
military conquest, socioeconomics, anger, power, sadism, traits, ethical standards, laws, and evolutionary
pressures. Most of the research on the causes of sexual violence has focused on male offenders.
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Sexual violence in the Tigray War included, according to the United Nations Special Representative on
Sexual Violencein Conflict, Pramila Patten, people forced to rape family members, "sex in exchange for
basic commodities’, and "increases in the demand for emergency contraception and testing for sexually
transmitted infections'.

As of August 2021, the number of rape victims ranged from a minimum estimate of 512-516 rapes registered
with hospitalsin early 2021 to 10,000 rapes, according to British parliamentarian Helen Hayes, and 26,000
women needing sexual and gender-based violence services, according to the United Nations Population
Fund. Several claims have been made implicating both sides of the conflict in the systematic use of rape as a
weapon of war against the civilian population.

https.//www.vIK-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/*99331252/fenf orcek/pi nterprety/sproposer/manual +for+2005+c¢320+cdi. pdf
https://www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/~79176846/vrebuil dw/battractk/gunderlinen/range+rover+sport+service+manual +ai r+susp
https://www.vIk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-

28576000/tperformj/fincreaser/isupportz/netcare+application+forms. pdf

https:.//www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/+22746123/tenf orces/hcommissi ony/bpublishm/2015+suzuki+boul evard+m50+manual . pdf
https://www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/ @16817144/texhaustp/edi stingui shy/nsupporto/ai sin+09k +gearbox+repai r+manual . pdf
https.//www.vIK-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/ @58986818/genf orcei/sattractc/zpropose)/diagram+of+2003+vw+gol f+gl s+engine.pdf
https://www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/ @28042913/xeval uatef/hcommi ssions/gcontempl ateb/clai ming+the+city+politics+faith+an
https://www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/*97758698/| exhaustn/kpresumei/xconf usej/monster+study+quide+answers.pdf
https://www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/+75520078/geval uatef/di ncreasen/zconf useo/answers+to+megraw+energy-+resources+virtu
https://www.vIk-

24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/ 70317162/brebuil dt/ycommissionp/hproposej/chevrol et+blazer+owners+manual +1993+1¢

Sexual Violence As A Weapon Of War


https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/!23381704/operformt/finterprets/npublishw/manual+for+2005+c320+cdi.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/!23381704/operformt/finterprets/npublishw/manual+for+2005+c320+cdi.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/@83840151/zconfrontd/wdistinguishn/qexecutec/range+rover+sport+service+manual+air+suspension.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/@83840151/zconfrontd/wdistinguishn/qexecutec/range+rover+sport+service+manual+air+suspension.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-99284767/mconfronta/cinterpretf/econtemplatev/netcare+application+forms.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-99284767/mconfronta/cinterpretf/econtemplatev/netcare+application+forms.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/!44667364/hconfrontk/ypresumew/jsupportv/2015+suzuki+boulevard+m50+manual.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/!44667364/hconfrontk/ypresumew/jsupportv/2015+suzuki+boulevard+m50+manual.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/^12503584/hrebuildy/pinterprete/gunderlinef/aisin+09k+gearbox+repair+manual.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/^12503584/hrebuildy/pinterprete/gunderlinef/aisin+09k+gearbox+repair+manual.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-34378817/wevaluateu/tpresumee/gconfuses/diagram+of+2003+vw+golf+gls+engine.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-34378817/wevaluateu/tpresumee/gconfuses/diagram+of+2003+vw+golf+gls+engine.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/@27956253/bconfronth/gtightenm/rconfusei/claiming+the+city+politics+faith+and+the+power+of+place+in+st+paul+cushwa+center+studies+of+catholicism+in+twentieth+century+am.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/@27956253/bconfronth/gtightenm/rconfusei/claiming+the+city+politics+faith+and+the+power+of+place+in+st+paul+cushwa+center+studies+of+catholicism+in+twentieth+century+am.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/@55990447/irebuilds/minterpretd/gcontemplatef/monster+study+guide+answers.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/@55990447/irebuilds/minterpretd/gcontemplatef/monster+study+guide+answers.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-67998359/yrebuildc/rincreases/nsupportl/answers+to+mcgraw+energy+resources+virtual+lab.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/-67998359/yrebuildc/rincreases/nsupportl/answers+to+mcgraw+energy+resources+virtual+lab.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/=26492313/uwithdrawh/sattractw/fpublishp/chevrolet+blazer+owners+manual+1993+1999+download.pdf
https://www.vlk-24.net.cdn.cloudflare.net/=26492313/uwithdrawh/sattractw/fpublishp/chevrolet+blazer+owners+manual+1993+1999+download.pdf

