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Francisco Franco Bahamonde (born Francisco Paulino Hermenegildo Teddulo Franco Bahamonde; 4
December 1892 — 20 November 1975) was a Spanish general and dictator who led the Nationalist forcesin
overthrowing the Second Spanish Republic during the Spanish Civil War and thereafter ruled over Spain
from 1939 to 1975, assuming the title Caudillo. This period in Spanish history, from the Nationalist victory
to Franco's death, is commonly known as Francoist Spain or as the Francoist dictatorship.

Bornin Ferrol, Galicia, into an upper-class military family, Franco served in the Spanish Army as acadet in
the Toledo Infantry Academy from 1907 to 1910. While serving in Morocco, he rose through the ranks to
become a brigadier general in 1926 at age 33. Two years later, Franco became the director of the General
Military Academy in Zaragoza. As a conservative and monarchist, Franco regretted the abolition of the
monarchy and the establishment of the Second Republic in 1931, and was devastated by the closing of his
academy; nevertheless, he continued his service in the Republican Army. His career was boosted after the
right-wing CEDA and PRR won the 1933 election, empowering him to lead the suppression of the 1934
uprising in Asturias. Franco was briefly elevated to Chief of Army Staff before the 1936 election moved the
leftist Popular Front into power, relegating him to the Canary Islands.

Initially reluctant, he joined the July 1936 military coup, which, after failing to take Spain, sparked the
Spanish Civil War. During the war, he commanded Spain's African colonial army and later, following the
deaths of much of the rebel leadership, became his faction's only leader, being appointed generalissimo and
head of statein 1936. In the course of the war, he used the fascist ideology of Falangism in construction of
his regime and became recognized as a fascist |eader while receiving support from Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germany. He consolidated all Nationalist groups into the FET y de las JONS, thus creating a one-party state,
and developed a cult of personality around his rule by founding the Movimiento Nacional. Three years later
the Nationalists declared victory, which extended Franco's rule over Spain through a period of repression of
political opponents. His government's use of forced labour, concentration camps and executions after the war
led to between 30,000 and at least 200,000 deaths. Combined with wartime killings, this brings the death toll
of the White Terror to between 100,000 and 350,000 or more. During World War 11, he maintained Spanish
neutrality, but supported the Axis—in recompense to Italy and Germany for their support during the Civil
War—damaging the country's international reputation in various ways.

During the start of the Cold War, Franco lifted Spain out of its mid-20th century economic depression
through technocratic and economically liberal policies, presiding over a period of accelerated growth known
asthe " Spanish miracle". At the same time, his regime transitioned from a totalitarian state to an authoritarian
one with limited pluralism. He became aleader in the anti-communist movement, garnering support from the
West, particularly the United States. As the government relaxed its hard-line policies, Luis Carrero Blanco
became Franco's éminence grise, whose role expanded after Franco began struggling with Parkinson's disease
in the 1960s. In 1973, Franco resigned as prime minister—separated from the office of head of state since



1967—due to his advanced age and ilIness. Nevertheless, he remained in power as the head of state and as
commander-in-chief. Franco died in 1975, aged 82, and was entombed in the Valle de los Caidos. He
restored the monarchy in hisfinal years, being succeeded by Juan Carlos, King of Spain, who led the Spanish
transition to democracy.

The legacy of Franco in Spanish history remains controversial, as the nature of his rule changed over time.
His reign was marked by both brutal repression, with tens of thousands killed, and economic prosperity,
which greatly improved the quality of lifein Spain. His style proved adaptable enough to allow socia and
economic reform, but still centred on highly centralised government, authoritarianism, nationalism, national
Catholicism, anti-freemasonry and anti-communism. The contemporaries regarded Franco as a fascist
dictator; among scholars, there have been along-lasting debate whether it is adequate to define Franco's
regime as fascist. It has been described in broad definitions, from atraditional military dictatorship to a
fascistized yet not fascist or afully fascist regime.
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Franco Mastantuono (born 14 August 2007) is an Argentine professional footballer who plays as a midfielder
for Real Madrid and the Argentina national team.
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James Edward Franco (born April 19, 1978) is an American actor and filmmaker. He has starred in numerous
films, including Sam Raimi's Spider-Man trilogy (2002—2007), Milk (2008), Eat Pray Love (2010), Rise of
the Planet of the Apes (2011), Spring Breakers (2012), and Oz the Great and Powerful (2013). He has
collaborated with fellow actor Seth Rogen on multiple projects, including Pineapple Express (2008), This|s
the End (2013), Sausage Party (2016), and The Disaster Artist (2017), for which he won a Golden Globe
Award for Best Actor. Franco's performance in 127 Hours (2010) earned a Best Actor nomination at the 83rd
Academy Awards.

In hisfirst prominent television role, Franco played Daniel Desario on the short-lived ensemble comedy-
drama Freaks and Geeks (1999-2000), which developed a cult following. He portrayed the title character in
the television biographical film James Dean (2001), for which he won a Golden Globe Award, and received
nominations for Screen Actors Guild Award and Primetime Emmy Award. Franco had arecurring role on the
daytime soap opera General Hospital (2009-2012) and starred in the limited series 11.22.63 (2016). He
starred in the David Simon-created HBO drama The Deuce (2017-2019).

In 2014, a17-year-old girl posted several screenshots of alleged messages between her and Franco on
Instagram. The messages showed that Franco, then aged 35, tried to meet her in ahotel room even after she
told him she was only 17. In 2018, the Los Angeles Times reported that five women had accused Franco of
inappropriate or sexually exploitative behavior while Franco was serving as their acting teacher or mentor. A
lawsuit filed by some of Franco's former acting students alleged sexual harassment and fraud; the suit was
settled for $2.2 millionin 2021.
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Thomas Andrew Franco (born April 14, 1980) is an American actor, artist, and the founder of the Firehouse
Art Collective in Berkeley, California. He is the brother of actors James Franco and Dave Franco.
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David John Franco (born June 12, 1985) is an American actor and filmmaker. He began his career with small
rolesin films such as Superbad (2007) and Charlie St. Cloud (2010). Following a starring role in the final
season of the comedy series Scrubs (2009-2010), Franco had his film breakthrough with a supporting role in
the buddy comedy film 21 Jump Street (2012).

Franco has also starred in Fright Night (2011), Now Y ou See Me (2013) and its sequel Now Y ou See Me 2
(2016), Neighbors (2014) and its sequel Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising (2016), Nerve (2016), The Disaster
Artist (2017), and Day Shift (2022). In 2020, he made his directorial debut with The Rental, starring his wife
Alison Brie.
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Francoist Spain (Spanish: Espafia franquista; English: pronounced Franco-ist), al'so known as the Francoist
dictatorship (dictadura franquista), or Nationalist Spain (Espaia nacionalista), and Falangist Spain (Espafia
falangista), was the period of Spanish history between 1936 and 1975, when Francisco Franco ruled Spain
after the Spanish Civil War with the title Caudillo. After his death in 1975, Spain transitioned into a
democracy. During Franco's rule, Spain was officially known as the Spanish State (Estado Espariol). The
informal term "Fascist Spain” is also used, especially before and during World War I1.

During its existence, the nature of the regime evolved and changed. Months after the start of the Civil War in
July 1936, Franco emerged as the dominant rebel military leader and he was proclaimed head of state on 1
October 1936, ruling over the territory which was controlled by the Nationalist faction. In 1937, Franco
became an uncontested dictator and issued the Unification Decree which merged al of the parties which
supported the rebel side, turning Nationalist Spain into a one-party state under the FET y de las JONS. The
end of the Civil War in 1939 brought the extension of the Franco rule to the whole country and the exile of
Republican ingtitutions. The Francoist dictatorship originally took aform described as, "fascist or quasi-
fascist", "fascistized”, "para-fascist”, "semi-fascist”, or a strictly fascist regime, showing clear influence of
fascism in fields such as labor relations, the autarkic economic policy, aesthetics, the single-party system, and
totalitarian control of public and private life. As time went on, the regime opened up and became closer to
developmental dictatorships and abandoned radical fascist ideology of Falangism, although it always
preserved residual fascist trappings and a"major radical fascist ingredient.”

During World War 11, Spain did not join the Axis powers (its supporters from the Civil War, Italy and
Germany). Nevertheless, Spain supported them in various ways throughout most of the war while it
maintained its neutrality as an official policy of non-belligerence. Because of this, Spain was isolated by
many other countries for nearly a decade after World War 11, while its autarkic economy, still trying to
recover from the Civil War, suffered from chronic depression. The 1947 Law of Succession made Spain ade
jure kingdom again but it defined Franco as the head of state for life with the power to choose the person who
would become King of Spain and his successor.

Reforms were implemented in the 1950s and as a result, Spain abandoned its policy of autarky, it also
reassigned authority from the Falangist movement, which had been prone to isolationism, to a new breed of
economists, the technocrats of Opus Dei. Thisled to massive economic growth, second only to Japan, that



lasted until the mid-1970s, known as the " Spanish miracle". During the 1950s, the regime also changed from
atotalitarian or quasi-totalitarian and repressive system, called "the First Francoism", to a slightly milder
authoritarian system with limited pluralism and economic freedom. As aresult of these reforms, Spain was
allowed to join the United Nations in 1955 and Franco was one of Europe's foremost anti-communist figures
during the Cold War, and his regime was assisted by the Western powers, particularly the United States.
Franco died in 1975 at the age of 82. He restored the Spanish monarchy before his death and made his
successor King Juan Carlos |, who led the Spanish transition to democracy.
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The Franco-Prussian War or Franco-German War, often referred to in France as the War of 1870, was a
conflict between the Second French Empire and the North German Confederation led by the Kingdom of
Prussia. Lasting from 19 July 1870 to 28 January 1871, the conflict was caused primarily by France's
determination to reassert its dominant position in continental Europe, which appeared in question following
the decisive Prussian victory over Austriain 1866.

After in 1870 a prince of the Roman Catholic branch Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen had been offered the vacant
Spanish throne, and had withdrawn his acceptance, the French ambassador once more approached Prussian
King Wilhelm | at his vacationing site in Ems. The internal Ems dispatch reported this to Berlin on July 13,
Prussian chancellor Otto von Bismarck quickly made it public with altered wording. Thus the French
newspapers for July 14, the French national holiday contained translations of Bismarck's press release, but
not areport from their own ambassador. A crowd in the streets of Paris demanded war, and soon French
mobilization was ordered.

According to some historians, Prussian chancellor Otto von Bismarck deliberately provoked the French into
declaring war on Prussiain order to induce four independent southern German states—Baden, Wrttemberg,
Bavaria and Hesse-Darmstadt—to join the North German Confederation. Other historians contend that
Bismarck exploited the circumstances as they unfolded. All agree that Bismarck recognized the potential for
new German alliances, given the situation as a whole.

France mobilised its army on 15 July 1870, leading the North German Confederation to respond with its own
mobilisation later that day. On 16 July 1870, the French parliament voted to declare war on Prussia; France
invaded German territory on 2 August. The German coalition mobilised its troops much more effectively
than the French and invaded northeastern France on 4 August. German forces were superior in numbers,
training, and leadership and made more effective use of modern technology, particularly railways and
artillery.

A series of hard-fought Prussian and German victories in eastern France, culminating in the Siege of Metz
and the Battle of Sedan, resulted in the capture of the French Emperor Napoleon |11 and the decisive defeat of
the army of the Second Empire; a Government of National Defense was formed in Paris on 4 September and
continued the war for another five months. German forces fought and defeated new French armiesin
northern France, then besieged Paris for over four months before it fell on 28 January 1871, effectively
ending the war.

In the final days of the war, with German victory all but assured, the German states proclaimed their union as
the German Empire under the Prussian king Wilhelm | and Chancellor Bismarck. With the notable
exceptions of Austria and German Switzerland, the vast majority of German-speakers were united under a
nation-state for the first time. Following an armistice with France, the Treaty of Frankfurt was signed on 10
May 1871, giving Germany billions of francs in war indemnity, as well as most of Alsace and parts of
Lorraine, which became the Imperial Territory of Alsace-Lorraine (Reichsland Elsal3-L othringen).



The war had alasting impact on Europe. By hastening German unification, the war significantly altered the
balance of power on the continent, with the new German state supplanting France as the dominant European
land power. Bismarck maintained great authority in international affairs for two decades, developing a
reputation for Realpolitik that raised Germany's global stature and influence. In France, it brought afinal end
to imperial rule and began the first lasting republican government. Resentment over the French government's
handling of the war and its aftermath triggered the Paris Commune, a revolutionary uprising which seized
and held power for two months before its suppression; the event would influence the politics and policies of
the Third Republic.
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James Franco is an American actor and filmmaker. He began acting on television, guest-starring in Pacific
Blue (1997). He landed his breakthrough role in the comedy-drama television series Freaks and Geeks
(1999-2000). After hisfilm debut in Never Been Kissed (1999), Franco won a Golden Globe Award for Best
Actor —Miniseries or Television Film and was nominated for Screen Actors Guild Award and Primetime
Emmy Award in the same categories for playing the eponymous actor in the 2001 television biopic James
Dean. He went on to play Harry Osborn in the superhero film Spider-Man (2002), and reprised therole in its
sequels Spider-Man 2 (2004) and Spider-Man 3 (2007). For the last of the three, he garnered a nomination for
the Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actor. His only screen appearance of 2003 wasin the ballet film The
Company. Franco directed and starred in the comedy The Ape (2005).

After playing one of thetitle rolesin the romantic drama Tristan & Isolde (2006), Franco starred in the Tony
Bill-directed war drama Flyboys (2006). Two years later, he played against type in the action-comedy film
Pineapple Express, and earned critical acclaim for portraying Scott Smith in the biographical film Milk
alongside Sean Penn. For the former, he was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor — Comedly.
Franco portrayed the trapped canyoneer Aron Ralston in 127 Hours (2010), a survival drama, which earned
him nominations for an Academy Award, BAFTA Award, Screen Actors Guild Award and Golden Globe
Award, al for Best Actor. Franco appeared in four filmsin 2011, including the poorly-received fantasy film
Y our Highness, and the science fiction film Rise of the Planet of the Apes (2011), a critical and commercia
success.

Franco had six rolesin 2012 none of which had much success except the crime-comedy film Spring
Breakers, in which he played a gangster to highly positive reviews. The following year, Franco played the
title role in the fantasy film Oz the Great and Powerful, and the disaster film This Isthe End saw him play a
fictional version of himself. For the first one, he was nominated for the Teen Choice Award for Choice
Movie Actor - Fantasy. Also in 2013, he directed and starred in the drama As| Lay Dying. He starred in the
action thriller Good People (2014), an adaptation of Marcus Sakey's 2008 novel of the same name. In the
2014 controversia satirical comedy The Interview, he was seen as ajournalist instructed to assassinate a
North Korean leader. He had nine film releases in 2015, most of which failed financially except the animated
film The Little Prince, a modest commercial success. In 2017, Franco directed and starred in The Disaster
Artist as Tommy Wiseau, for which he won a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor — Motion Picture Musical
or Comedy.
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Wander Samuel Franco Aybar (born March 1, 2001), nicknamed "El Patron”, is a Dominican professional
baseball shortstop for the Tampa Bay Rays of Mgor League Baseball (MLB). He made his MLB debut in



2021 and was an All-Star in 2023.

Franco has not played in affiliated baseball since August 2023, when he was placed on administrative leave
due to an investigation into allegations of relationships with underage girlsin the Dominican Republic. In
2025, a Dominican court found Franco guilty of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of a minor; he received
a suspended sentence of two yearsin prison.
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