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Wayne Douglas Gretzky ( GRET-skee; born January 26, 1961) is a Canadian former professional ice hockey
player and former head coach. He played 20 seasons in the National Hockey League (NHL) for four teams
from 1979 to 1999. Nicknamed "the Great One", he has been called the greatest ice hockey player ever by the
NHL based on surveys of hockey writers, ex-players, general managers and coaches. Gretzky is the leading
career point scorer and assist producer in NHL history and has more assists than any other player has total
career points. He is the only NHL player to total over 200 points in one season, a feat he accomplished four
times. In addition, Gretzky scored more than 100 points in 15 professional seasons. At the time of his
retirement in 1999, he held 61 NHL records: 40 regular season records, 15 playoff records, and six All-Star
records.

Born and raised in Brantford, Ontario, Gretzky honed his skills on a backyard rink and regularly played
minor ice hockey at a level far above his peers. Despite his unimpressive size and strength, Gretzky's
intelligence, stamina, and reading of the game were unrivaled. He was adept at dodging checks from
opposing players, consistently anticipated where the puck was going to be, and executed the right move at the
right time. Gretzky became known for setting up behind his opponent's net, an area that was nicknamed
"Gretzky's office".

Gretzky was the top scorer in the 1978 World Junior Championships, then signed with the Indianapolis
Racers of the World Hockey Association (WHA), where he briefly played before being traded to the
Edmonton Oilers. After the NHL-WHA merger, he set many scoring records in ten seasons with the Oilers,
and led them to four Stanley Cup championships. Traded to the Los Angeles Kings where he played eight
seasons, he led them to the 1993 Stanley Cup Finals, and he is credited with popularizing hockey in
California. He played briefly for the St. Louis Blues before finishing his career with the New York Rangers.
He won nine Hart Trophies as the most valuable player, 10 Art Ross Trophies for most points in a season,
two Conn Smythe Trophies as playoff MVP and five Lester B. Pearson Awards as the most outstanding
player as judged by his peers. He led the league in goal-scoring five times and assists 16 times. He also won
the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy for sportsmanship and performance five times and often spoke against
fighting in hockey.

After his retirement in 1999, Gretzky was immediately inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame, making him
the most recent player to have the waiting period waived. The NHL retired his jersey number 99 league-wide.
Gretzky was one of six players voted to the International Ice Hockey Federation's (IIHF) Centennial All-Star
Team. He was inducted into the IIHF Hall of Fame in 2000, and received the Order of Hockey in Canada in
2012. Gretzky became executive director for the Canadian national men's hockey team during the 2002
Winter Olympics, in which the team won a gold medal. In 2000, he became part-owner of the Phoenix
Coyotes, and following the 2004–05 NHL lock-out, he became the team's head coach. In 2004, Gretzky was
inducted into the Ontario Sports Hall of Fame. In September 2009, following the Phoenix Coyotes'
bankruptcy, Gretzky resigned as head coach and relinquished his ownership share. In October 2016, he
returned to the Oilers as a minority partner and vice-chairman of their parent company, Oilers Entertainment
Group. He left in 2021 to become an analyst on Turner Sports' NHL coverage.
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Wayne Gretzky Hockey is an ice hockey-themed sports game developed by Bethesda Softworks, and first
published in 1988.
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Wayne Gretzky Drive is a freeway in Edmonton, Alberta. Originally Capilano Drive/Capilano Freeway, it
was officially renamed October 1, 1999, after NHL hockey player Wayne Gretzky, as a tribute to his years
with the Edmonton Oilers. The same day, Wayne Gretzky's number 99 jersey was retired at the Skyreach
Centre, which lies just west of Wayne Gretzky Drive, at 118 Avenue. 66/75 Street is a major arterial road in
east Edmonton which serves residential and industrial areas.

Wayne Gretzky Drive and 75 Street, both located between Whitemud Drive and Yellowhead Trail, are part of
the eastern leg of what was planned to be Edmonton's Inner Ring Road. Wayne Gretzky Drive and 75 Street
are part of a 39 km (24 mi) continuous roadway that runs from 41 Avenue SW to 33 Street NE (Edmonton's
northeastern city limit) and includes portions of 66 Street and Fort Road, as well as all of Manning Drive.
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Walter Gretzky, (October 8, 1938 – March 4, 2021) was a Canadian philanthropist who was the father of
Canadian ice hockey player Wayne Gretzky.

An avid hockey player as a youth, and a keen analyst of the game, he built a backyard rink for his children,
and coached Wayne continually from the age of three, devising creative exercises and drills, and teaching
him profound insights into how to play successfully. Wayne credited his father as playing a key role in his
success, citing advice such as "skate to where the puck is going, not where it has been".

Gretzky contributed to minor hockey in Canada, and helped many local, provincial and national charities, for
which he was honoured.
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Brent Gretzky (born February 20, 1972) is a Canadian former professional ice hockey player who briefly
played in the National Hockey League (NHL) for the Tampa Bay Lightning. He is the brother of Wayne and
Keith Gretzky.
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Wayne Gretzky Hockey 2 is a 1990 ice hockey-themed sports game from Bethesda Softworks. The game is a
sequel to the 1988 Wayne Gretzky Hockey.
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Keith Edward Gretzky (born February 16, 1967) is a Canadian ice hockey executive and former player who
served as interim general manager of the Edmonton Oilers from January 23 to May 7, 2019. He is the brother
of Wayne Gretzky, considered by many as the best player of all time, and Brent Gretzky, who also briefly
played NHL hockey.
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Janet Marie Gretzky (née Jones; born January 10, 1961) is an American actress and dancer. She is married to
Canadian ice hockey Hall of Fame player Wayne Gretzky.
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Wayne Gretzky's 3D Hockey '98 is an ice hockey game for the Nintendo 64 and PlayStation, released in
1997. The game is endorsed by hockey star Wayne Gretzky, and is the sequel to Wayne Gretzky's 3D
Hockey. A successor game, Olympic Hockey '98, was released in 1998.

The game gained widespread criticism for its lack of changes from the original Wayne Gretzky's 3D Hockey;
while the gameplay was tweaked and the A.I. was made tougher, the graphics, music, and sound effects were
largely recycled from the original game.
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Wayne Gretzky Hockey NHLPA All-Stars is a Super NES and Genesis/Mega Drive hockey video game that
features Wayne Gretzky and other NHLPA players.
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