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The modern Celts ( KELTS, see pronunciation of Celt) are arelated group of ethnicities who share similar
Celtic languages, cultures and artistic histories, and who live in or descend from one of the regions on the
western extremities of Europe populated by the Celts.

A modern Celtic identity emerged in Western Europe following the identification of the native peoples of the
Atlantic fringe as Celts by Edward Lhuyd in the 18th century. Lhuyd and others (notably the 17th century
Breton chronologist Pezron) equated the Celts described by Greco-Roman writers with the pre-Roman
peoples of France, Great Britain, and Ireland. They categorised the ancient Irish and British languages as
Celtic languages. The descendants of these ancient languages are the Brittonic (Breton, Cornish, and Welsh
variants) and Goidelic (Irish, Manx, and Gaelic variants) languages, and the people who speak them are
considered modern Celts.

The concept of modern Celtic identity evolved during the course of the 19th century into the Celtic Revival.
By the late 19th century, it often took the form of ethnic nationalism, particularly within the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, where the Irish War of Independence resulted in the secession of the Irish Free
State, in 1922. There were also significant Welsh, Scottish, and Breton nationalist movements, giving riseto
the concept of Celtic nations. After World War |1, the focus of the Celtic movement shifted to linguistic
revival and protectionism, e.g. with the foundation of the Celtic League in 1961, dedicated to preserving the
surviving Celtic languages.

The Cdltic revival also led to the emergence of musical and artistic styles identified as Celtic. Music typically
drew on folk traditions within the Celtic nations. Art drew on the decorative styles of Celtic art produced by
the ancient Celts and early medieval Christianity, along with folk styles. Cultural events to promote "inter-
Celtic" cultural exchange also emerged.

In the late 20th century, some authors criticised the idea of modern Celtic identity, usually by downplaying
the value of the linguistic component in defining culture and cultural connection, sometimes also arguing that
there never was a common Celtic culture, even in ancient times. Malcolm Chapman's 1992 book The Celts:
The Construction of aMyth led to what archaeologist Barry Cunliffe has called a"politically correct disdain
for the use of 'Celt."

Celtic languages
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The Cdltic languages ( KEL-tik) are a branch of the Indo-European language family, descended from the
hypothetical Proto-Celtic language. The term "Celtic" was first used to describe this language group by
Edward Lhuyd in 1707, following Paul-Y ves Pezron, who made the explicit link between the Celts described
by classical writers and the Welsh and Breton languages.



During the first millennium BC, Celtic languages were spoken across much of Europe and central Anatolia
Today, they are restricted to the northwestern fringe of Europe and afew diaspora communities. There are
six living languages: the four continuously living languages Breton, Irish, Scottish Gaelic and Welsh, and the
two revived languages Cornish and Manx. All are minority languages in their respective countries, though
there are continuing efforts at revitalisation. Welsh is an official language in Wales and Irish is an official
language across the island of Ireland and of the European Union. Welsh is the only Celtic language not
classified as endangered by UNESCO. The Cornish and Manx languages became extinct in modern times but
have been revived. Each now has several hundred second-language speakers.

Irish, Manx and Scottish Gaelic form the Goidelic languages, while Welsh, Cornish and Breton are Brittonic.
All of these are Insular Celtic languages, since Breton, the only living Celtic language spoken in continental
Europe, is descended from the language of settlers from Britain. There are a number of extinct but attested
Continental Celtic languages, such as Celtiberian, Galatian and Gaulish. Beyond that, there is no agreement
on the subdivisions of the Celtic language family. Traditionally, they are considered to be divided into P-
Celtic and Q-Celtic. However, Gaulish iswidely considered more closely related to Insular Celtic than either
of these two are to Celtiberian; together, Gaulish and Insular Celtic may form the Nuclear Celtic subfamily.

The Cdltic languages have arich literary tradition. The earliest specimens of written Celtic are Lepontic
inscriptions from the 6th century BC in the Alps. Early Continental inscriptions used Italic and Paleohispanic
scripts. Between the 4th and 8th centuries, Irish and Pictish were occasionally written in an original script,
Ogham, but Latin script came to be used for all Celtic languages. Welsh has had a continuous literary
tradition from the 6th century AD.

Cdlts

The Atlantic Celts— Ancient People or Modern Invention. University of Wisconsin Press. Callis, John (2003).
The Celts: Origins, Myths and Inventions

The Celts (KELTS, see pronunciation for different usages) or Celtic peoples ( KEL-tik) were a collection of
Indo-European peoplesin Europe and Anatolia, identified by their use of Celtic languages and other cultural
similarities. Mg or Celtic groups included the Gauls; the Celtiberians and Gallaeci of Iberia; the Britons,
Picts, and Gaels of Britain and Ireland; the Boii; and the Galatians. The interrelationships of ethnicity,
language and culture in the Celtic world are unclear and debated; for example over the ways in which the
Iron Age people of Britain and Ireland should be called Celts. In current scholarship, 'Celt’ primarily refersto
'speakers of Celtic languages' rather than to a single ethnic group.

The history of pre-Celtic Europe and Celtic originsis debated. The traditional "Celtic from the East” theory,
says the proto-Celtic language arose in the late Bronze Age Urnfield culture of central Europe, named after
grave sites in southern Germany, which flourished from around 1200 BC. This theory links the Celts with the
Iron Age Hallstatt culture which followed it (c. 1200-500 BC), named for the rich grave finds in Hall statt,
Austria, and with the following La Téne culture (c. 450 BC onward), named after the La Tene sitein
Switzerland. It proposes that Celtic culture spread westward and southward from these areas by diffusion or
migration. A newer theory, "Celtic from the West", suggests proto-Celtic arose earlier, was alinguafrancain
the Atlantic Bronze Age coastal zone, and spread eastward. Another newer theory, "Celtic from the Centre”,
suggests proto-Celtic arose between these two zones, in Bronze Age Gaul, then spread in various directions.
After the Celtic settlement of Southeast Europe in the 3rd century BC, Celtic culture reached as far east as
central Anatolia, Turkey.

The earliest undisputed examples of Celtic language are the Lepontic inscriptions from the 6th century BC.
Continental Celtic languages are attested almost exclusively through inscriptions and place-names. Insular
Celtic languages are attested from the 4th century AD in Ogham inscriptions, though they were being spoken
much earlier. Celtic literary tradition begins with Old Irish texts around the 8th century AD. Elements of
Celtic mythology are recorded in early Irish and early Welsh literature. Most written evidence of the early



Celts comes from Greco-Roman writers, who often grouped the Celts as barbarian tribes. They followed an
ancient Celtic religion overseen by druids.

The Celts were often in conflict with the Romans, such asin the Roman-Gallic wars, the Celtiberian Wars,
the conquest of Gaul and conquest of Britain. By the 1st century AD, most Celtic territories had become part
of the Roman Empire. By c. 500, due to Romanisation and the migration of Germanic tribes, Celtic culture
had mostly become restricted to Ireland, western and northern Britain, and Brittany. Between the 5th and 8th
centuries, the Celtic-speaking communities in these Atlantic regions emerged as a reasonably cohesive
cultural entity. They had a common linguistic, religious and artistic heritage that distinguished them from
surrounding cultures.

Insular Celtic culture diversified into that of the Gaels (Irish, Scots and Manx) and the Celtic Britons (Welsh,
Cornish, and Bretons) of the medieval and modern periods. A modern Celtic identity was constructed as part
of the Romanticist Celtic Revival in Britain, Ireland, and other European territories such as Galicia. Today,
Irish, Scottish Gaelic, Welsh, and Breton are still spoken in parts of their former territories, while Cornish
and Manx are undergoing arevival.
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Simon James is an archeologist of the Iron Age and Roman period and an author. He is Professor of
Archaeology at the University of Leicester in England. His research interests are the Roman world and its
interactions with the Celts and Middle Eastern peoples. Since 2012 he has served as president for the Ermine
Street Guard.
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Pan-Celticism (Irish: Pan-Chellteachas, Scottish Gaelic: Pan-Cheilteachas, Breton: Pan-Keltaidd, Welsh:
Pan-Geltaidd, Cornish: Pan-Keltaidh, Manx: Pan-Cheltaghys), also known as Celticism or Celtic nationalism,
isapolitical, social and cultural movement advocating solidarity and cooperation between Celtic nations
(both the Brythonic and Gaelic branches) and the modern Celts in Northwestern Europe. Some pan-Celtic
organisations advocate the Celtic nations seceding from the United Kingdom and France and forming their
own separate federal state together, while others simply advocate very close cooperation between
independent sovereign Celtic nations, in the form of Breton, Cornish, Irish, Manx, Scottish, and Welsh
nationalism.

Just like other pan-nationalist movements, the pan-Celtic movement grew out of Romantic nationalism and
specific to itself, the Celtic Revival. The pan-Celtic movement was most prominent during the 19th and 20th
centuries (roughly 1838 until 1939). Some early pan-Celtic contacts took place through the Gorsedd and the
Eisteddfod, while the annual Celtic Congress was initiated in 1900. Since that time the Celtic L eague has
become the prominent face of political pan-Celticism. Initiatives largely focused on cultural Celtic
cooperation, rather than explicitly politics, such as music, arts and literature festivals, are usually referred to
instead as inter-Celtic.

Roman Empire
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The Roman Empire ruled the Mediterranean and much of Europe, Western Asiaand North Africa. The
Romans conquered most of this during the Republic, and it was ruled by emperors following Octavian's
assumption of effective sole rulein 27 BC. The western empire collapsed in 476 AD, but the eastern empire
lasted until the fall of Constantinoplein 1453.

By 100 BC, the city of Rome had expanded its rule from the Italian peninsula to most of the Mediterranean
and beyond. However, it was severely destabilised by civil wars and political conflicts, which culminated in
the victory of Octavian over Mark Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium in 31 BC, and the
subsequent conqguest of the Ptolemaic Kingdom in Egypt. In 27 BC, the Roman Senate granted Octavian
overarching military power (imperium) and the new title of Augustus, marking his accession as the first
Roman emperor. The vast Roman territories were organized into senatorial provinces, governed by
proconsuls who were appointed by lot annually, and imperial provinces, which belonged to the emperor but
were governed by legates.

Thefirst two centuries of the Empire saw a period of unprecedented stability and prosperity known as the
Pax Romana (lit. 'Roman Peace’). Rome reached its greatest territorial extent under Trajan (r. 98-117 AD),
but a period of increasing trouble and decline began under Commodus (r. 180-192). In the 3rd century, the
Empire underwent a 49-year crisis that threatened its existence due to civil war, plagues and barbarian
invasions. The Gallic and Palmyrene empires broke away from the state and a series of short-lived emperors
led the Empire, which was later reunified under Aurelian (r. 270-275). The civil wars ended with the victory
of Diocletian (r. 284—-305), who set up two different imperial courtsin the Greek East and Latin West.
Constantine the Great (r. 306-337), the first Christian emperor, moved the imperial seat from Rome to
Byzantium in 330, and renamed it Constantinople. The Migration Period, involving large invasions by
Germanic peoples and by the Huns of Attila, led to the decline of the Western Roman Empire. With the fall
of Ravennato the Germanic Herulians and the deposition of Romulus Augustus in 476 by Odoacer, the
Western Empire finally collapsed. The Byzantine (Eastern Roman) Empire survived for another millennium
with Constantinople asits sole capital, until the city'sfall in 1453.

Due to the Empire's extent and endurance, its institutions and culture had a lasting influence on the
development of language, religion, art, architecture, literature, philosophy, law, and forms of government
acrossitsterritories. Latin evolved into the Romance languages while Medieval Greek became the language
of the East. The Empire's adoption of Christianity resulted in the formation of medieval Christendom. Roman
and Greek art had a profound impact on the Italian Renaissance. Rome's architectural tradition served as the
basis for Romanesque, Renaissance, and Neoclassical architecture, influencing Islamic architecture. The
rediscovery of classical science and technology (which formed the basis for Islamic science) in medieval
Europe contributed to the Scientific Renaissance and Scientific Revolution. Many modern legal systems,
such as the Napoleonic Code, descend from Roman law. Rome's republican institutions have influenced the
Italian city-state republics of the medieval period, the early United States, and modern democratic republics.

Nationalism and archaeology
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Nationalism and archaeology have been closely related since at |east the nineteenth century. Archaeological
interpretations and ancient history can be manipulated for nationalist purposes, such as cultivating national
mythologies and national mysticism. Frequently thisinvolves the uncritical identification of one's own ethnic
group with some ancient or even prehistoric (known only archaeologically) group, whether mainstream
scholarship accepts as plausible or rejects as pseudoarchaeology the historical derivation of the contemporary
group from the ancient one. The decisive point, often assumed implicitly, that it is possible to derive
nationalist or ethnic pride from a population that lived millennia ago and, being known only archaeologically
or epigraphically, is not remembered in living tradition.



Examplesinclude Kurds claiming identity with the Medes, Albanians claiming as their origin the Illyrians,
Iragi propagandainvoking Sumer or Babylonia, Hindu nationalists and Tamils claiming as their origin the
Indus Valley civilisation —all of the mentioned groups being known only from either ancient
historiographers or archaeology. In extreme cases, nationalists will ignore the process of ethnogenesis
altogether and claim ethnic identity of their own group with some scarcely attested ancient ethnicity known
to scholarship by the chances of textual transmission or archaeological excavation.

Nationalist historiography
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Historiography is the study of how history is written. One pervasive influence upon the writing of history has
been nationalism, a set of beliefs about political legitimacy and cultural identity. Nationalism has provided a
significant framework for historical writing in Europe and in those former colonies influenced by Europe
since the nineteenth century. Typically official school textbooks are based on the nationalist model and focus
on the emergence, trials and successes of the forces of nationalism.

List of ancient Celtic peoples and tribes

Thisisalist of ancient Celtic peoples and tribes. Continental Celts were the Celtic peoples that inhabited
mainland Europe and Anatolia (also known
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Genetic history of the British Isles

both modern and ancient populations. The conclusions of population genetics regarding the British Islesin
turn draw upon and contribute to the larger

The genetic history of the British Islesis the subject of research within the larger field of human population
genetics. It has developed in parallel with DNA testing technol ogies capable of identifying genetic
similarities and differences between both modern and ancient populations. The conclusions of population
genetics regarding the British Isles in turn draw upon and contribute to the larger field of understanding the
history of the human occupation of the area, complementing work in linguistics, archaeol ogy, history and
genealogy.

Research concerning the most important routes of migration into the British Islesis the subject of debate.
Apart from the most obvious route across the narrowest point of the English Channel into Kent, other routes
may have been important over the millennia, including aland bridge in the Mesolithic period, aswell as
maritime connections aong the Atlantic coasts.

Genetic studies have revealed multiple migration waves into Britain and Ireland from the Palaeolithic
onwards, with detectable regional differences among present-day populations. After the Last Glacial
Maximum, hunter-gatherer groups carrying two distinct ancestries (GoyetQ2-related and Villabruna-rel ated)
repopulated Britain and Ireland, with the latter eventually becoming dominant. This hunter-gatherer ancestry
was substantially replaced during the Neolithic revolution, c. 4000 BC, by groups carrying Early European
Farmer (EEF) ancestry from the European mainland, who admixed to a certain extent with the existing
hunter-gatherer population in some regions. At the start of the Bronze Age, another major popul ation
replacement occurred when migrating Bell Beaker groups, carrying a high proportion of Steppe-related
ancestry, replaced around 90% of the Neolithic gene pool. Throughout the Bronze and Iron Ages, further
migration from mainland Europe raised the proportion of Early European Farmer ancestry in southern
Britain. This has been proposed as one possible mechanism for the introduction of Celtic languages.
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Other potentially important historical periods of migration that have been subject to consideration in thisfield
include the Roman era, the period of early Germanic influx, the Viking era, the Norman invasion of 1066,
and the era of the European wars of religion.
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