What IsA Muslim

Muslim Brotherhood

The Society of the Muslim Brothers (Arabic: ???7?? ??????? ???????? Jam??at al-lkhw?n al-Muslim?n),

Islamist organization founded in Egypt by Islamic scholar, Imam and schoolteacher Hassan al-Bannain
1928. Al-Banna's teachings spread far beyond Egypt, influencing various I lamist movements from
charitable organizations to political parties.

Initially, as a Pan-Islamic, religious, and social movement, it preached Islam in Egypt, taught the illiterate,
and set up hospitals and business enterprises. It later advanced into the political arena, aiming to end British
colonia control of Egypt. The movement's self-stated aim is the establishment of a state ruled by sharialaw
under a caliphate-its most famous slogan is "Islam is the solution”. Charity is amajor aspect of its work.

The group spread to other Muslim countries but still has one of its largest organizationsin Egypt, despite a
succession of government crackdowns since 1948. It remained a fringe group in the politics of the Arab
World until the 1967 Six-Day War, when Islamism replaced popular secular Arab nationalism after a
resounding Arab defeat by Israel. The movement was also supported by Saudi Arabia, with which it shared
mutual enemies like communism.

The Arab Spring brought it legalization and substantial political power at first, but as of 2013 it has suffered
severe reversals. The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood was legalized in 2011 and won several elections,
including the 2012 presidential election when its candidate Mohamed Morsi became Egypt's first president to
gain power through an election. A year later, following massive demonstrations and unrest, he was
overthrown by the military and placed under house arrest; with alater review finding that the group failed to
moderate its views or embrace democratic values during itstime in power. The group was then banned in
Egypt and declared a terrorist organization. The Persian Gulf monarchies of Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates followed suit, driven by the perception that the Brotherhood is a threat to their authoritarian
rule.

The group's founder accepted the utility of political violence and members of Brotherhood conducted
assassinations and attempted assassinations on Egyptian state figures during his lifetime, including Egyptian
Prime Minister Mahmud EI Nokrashi in 1948. Sayyid Qutb, one of the group's most prominent thinkers,
promoted takfirism in Maalim fi-I-Tariq (Milestones), a doctrine that permits "the stigmatisation of other
Muslims as infidel or apostate, and of existing states as unlslamic, and the use of extreme violence in the
pursuit of the perfect Islamic society”; this doctrine continues to inspire many Jihadist movements. The group
abandoned the use of violence in the 1970s. However, Hamas, a Palestinian militant group that controls the
Gaza Strip, is an off-shoot of the Brotherhood that continues to use violence. The Brotherhood itself claims
to be a peaceful, democratic organization, and that its leader "condemns violence and violent acts'.

In recent times, the primary state backers of the Muslim Brotherhood have been Qatar and the AKP-ruled
Turkey. Asof 2015, it is considered aterrorist organization by the governments of Bahrain, Egypt, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
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The terms Islamic world and Muslim world commonly refer to the Islamic community, which is aso known
as the Ummah. This consists of al those who adhere to the religious beliefs, politics, and laws of 1slam or to
societies in which Islam is practiced. In amodern geopolitical sense, these termsrefer to countriesin which
Islam is widespread, although there are no agreed criteriafor inclusion. The term Muslim-majority countries
is an aternative often used for the latter sense.

The history of the Muslim world spans about 1,400 years and includes a variety of socio-political
developments, as well as advances in the arts, science, medicine, philosophy, law, economics and technology
during the Islamic Golden Age. Muslims look for guidance to the Quran and believe in the prophetic mission
of the Islamic prophet Muhammad, but disagreements on other matters have led to the appearance of
different religious schools of thought and sects within IsSlam. The Islamic conquests, which culminated in the
Caliphate being established across three continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe), enriched the Muslim world,
achieving the economic preconditions for the emergence of this institution owing to the emphasis attached to
Islamic teachings. In the modern era, most of the Muslim world came under European colonial domination.
The nation states that emerged in the post-colonial era have adopted a variety of political and economic
models, and they have been affected by secular as well as religious trends.

As of 2013, the combined GDP (nominal) of 50 Muslim majority countries was US$5.7 trillion. As of 2016,
they contributed 8% of the world'stotal. In 2020, the Economy of the Organisation of 1slamic Cooperation
which consists of 57 member states had a combined GDP(PPP) of US$ 24 trillion which is equal to about
18% of world's GDP or US$ 30 trillion with 5 OIC observer states which is equal to about 22% of the world's
GDP. Some OIC member countries - Ivory Coast, Guyana, Gabon, Mozambique, Nigeria, Suriname, Togo
and Uganda are not Muslim-majority.

Asof 2020, 1.8 billion or more than 25% of the world population are Muslims. By the percentage of the total
population in aregion considering themselves Muslim, 91% in the Middle East-North Africa (MENA), 89%
in Central Asia, 40% in Southeast Asia, 31% in South Asia, 30% in Sub-Saharan Africa, 25% in Asia, 1.4%
in Oceania, 6% in Europe, and 1% in the Americas.

Most Muslims are of one of two denominations. Sunni Islam (87-90%) and Shia (10-13%). However, other
denominations exist in pockets, such as Ibadi (primarily in Oman). Muslims who do not belong to, do not
self-identify with, or cannot be readily classified under one of the identifiable Islamic schools and branches
are known as non-denominational Muslims. About 13% of Muslims live in Indonesia, the largest Muslim-
majority country; 31% of Muslimslive in South Asia, the largest population of Muslimsin the world; 20% in
the Middle East—North Africa, where it is the dominant religion; and 15% in Sub-Saharan Africa and West
Africa (primarily in Nigeria). Muslims are the overwhelming majority in Central Asia, make up half of the
Caucasus, and widespread in Southeast Asia. India has the largest Muslim population outside Muslim-
majority countries. Pakistan, Bangladesh, Iran, and Egypt are home to the world’ s second, fourth, sixth and
seventh largest Muslim populations respectively. Sizeable Muslim communities are also found in the
Americas, Russia, India, China, and Europe. Islam is the fastest-growing major religion in the world partially
due to their high birth rate, according to the same study, religious switching has no impact on Muslim
population, since the number of people who embrace |slam and those who leave Islam are roughly equal.
China has the third largest Muslim population outside Muslim-majority countries, while Russia has the fifth
largest Muslim population. Nigeria has the largest Muslim population in Africa, while Indonesia has the
largest Muslim population in Asia.
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Muslims (Arabic: ????2???7?, romanized: a-Muslim?n, lit. 'submitters [to God]') are people who adhere to
Islam, a monotheistic religion belonging to the Abrahamic tradition. They consider the Quran, the
foundational religious text of 1slam, to be the verbatim word of the God of Abraham (or Allah) asit was
revealed to Muhammad, the last 1slamic prophet. Alongside the Quran, Muslims aso believe in previous
revelations, such as the Tawrat (Torah), the Zabur (Psalms), and the Injeel (Gospel). These earlier revelations
are associated with Judaism and Christianity, which are regarded by Muslims as earlier versions of Islam.
The magjority of Muslims also follow the teachings and practices attributed to Muhammad (sunnah) as
recorded in traditional accounts (hadith).

With an estimated population of aimost 2 billion followers, Muslims comprise around 26% of the world's
total population. In descending order, the percentage of people who identify as Muslims on each continental
landmass stands at: 45% of Africa, 25% of Asiaand Oceania collectively, 6% of Europe, and 1% of the
Americas. Additionally, in subdivided geographical regions, the figure stands at: 91% of the Middle
East—North Africa, 90% of Central Asia, 65% of the Caucasus, 42% of Southeast Asia, 32% of South Asia,
and 42% of sub-Saharan Africa

While there are several 1slamic schools and branches, as well as non-denominational Muslims, the two
largest denominations are Sunni Islam (87-90% of all Muslims) and Shialslam (10-13% of all Muslims). By
sheer numbers, South Asia accounts for the largest portion (31%) of the global Muslim population. By
country, Indonesiais the largest in the Muslim world, holding around 12% of al Muslims worldwide; with
Pakistan having the second largest number of Muslimsin the world after Indonesia. Outside of the Muslim-
majority countries, Indiaand China are home to the largest (11%) and second-largest (2%) Muslim
populations, respectively. Due to high Muslim population growth, Islam is the fastest-growing religion in the
world. Muslims have experienced persecution of varying severity, especialy in China, India, some parts of
Africa, and Southeast Asia.

Liberalism and progressivism within Islam

progressivism. Some Muslims have created a considerable body of progressive interpretation of Islamic
under standing and practice. Their work is sometimes characterized

Liberalism and progressivism within Islam or simply Islamic liberalism or Islamic progressivism are arange
of interpretation of 1slamic understanding and practice, it isareligiously left-leaning view, similar to
Christian and other religious progressivism. Some Muslims have created a considerable body of progressive
interpretation of Islamic understanding and practice. Their work is sometimes characterized as progressive
(Arabic: 2?7?722?7? 2?7?72??7? a-19?m at-tagaddum?) or liberal 1slam. Some scholars, such as Omid Safi,
differentiate between "progressive Muslims" (post-colonial, anti-imperialist, and critical of modernity and the
West) versus "liberal advocates of ISlam” (an older movement embracing modernity). Liberal I1slam
originally emerged from the Islamic revivalist movement of the 18th—19th centuries. Leftist ideas are
considered controversial by some traditional fundamentalist Muslims, who criticize liberal Muslims on the
grounds of being too Western and/or rationalistic.

The methodologies of liberal and progressive Islam rest on the re-interpretation of traditional 1slamic sacred
scriptures (the Quran) and other texts (the Hadith), a process called ijtihad. This reinterpreting can vary from
minor to fundamental, including re-interpretation based on the belief that while the meaning of the Quranisa
revelation, its expression in words is the work of the Islamic prophet Muhammad in his particular time and
context.

Liberal Muslims see themselves as returning to the principles of the early ummah and as promoting the
ethical and pluralistic intent of the Quran. The reform movement uses monotheism (tawhid) as "an
organizing principle for human society and the basis of religious knowledge, history, metaphysics, aesthetics,
and ethics, as well as social, economic and world order".



Liberal Muslims affirm the promotion of progressive values such as democracy, gender equality, human
rights, LGBT rights, women'srights, religious pluralism, interfaith marriage, freedom of expression, freedom
of thought, and freedom of religion; opposition to theocracy and total rejection of 1slamism and Islamic
fundamentalism; and a modern view of Islamic theology, ethics, sharia, culture, tradition, and other ritualistic
practicesin Islam. Liberal Muslims claim that the re-interpretation of the Islamic scripturesisimportant in
order to preserve their relevance in the 21st century.
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The All-India Muslim League (AIML), commonly referred to as the Muslim League or simply the League,
was a Muslim political party in the British Raj. Founded in 1906 in Dacca, Bengal Presidency (present-day
Bangladesh) with the goal of securing Muslim interestsin colonial India, it successfully led the Pakistan
Movement, establishing a separate Muslim homeland following British exit from the subcontinent.

The party arose out of the need for the political representation of Muslimsin British India, especialy during
the Indian National Congress-sponsored massive Hindu opposition to the 1905 partition of Bengal. During
the 1906 annual meeting of the All India Muslim Education Conference held in Israt Manzil Palace, Dhaka,
the Nawab of Dhaka, Khwaja Salimullah, forwarded a proposal to create a political party which would
protect the interests of Muslimsin British India. He suggested the political party be named the 'All-India
Muslim League'. The motion was unanimously passed by the conference, leading to the official formation of
the All-IndiaMuslim League in Dhaka. It remained an €litist organisation until 1937, when the leadership
began mobilising the Muslim masses, which turned the league into a popular organisation.

The Muslim League played a decisive role in the 1940s, becoming a driving force behind the division of
Indiaaong religious lines and the creation of Pakistan as a Muslim state in 1947.

After the Partition of India and the establishment of Pakistan, the All-India Muslim League was formally
disbanded in India. The League was officially succeeded by the Pakistan Muslim League, which eventually
split into several political parties. Other groups diminished to a minor party, that too only in the Kerala state
of India. In Bangladesh, the Muslim League was revived in 1976, but it was reduced in size, rendering it
insignificant in the political arena. In India, a separate independent entity called the Indian Union Muslim

L eague was formed, which continues to have a presence in the Indian parliament to this day.
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The Muslim Voteis a British pressure group established in December 2023 which seeks to support
candidates who oppose the Conservative and Labour |eadership stances on the Gaza war among other policy
positions.
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Islam isthe third-largest religion in the United States (1.34%) after Christianity (67%) and Judaism (2.4%).
The 2020 United States Religion Census estimates that there are about 4,453,908 Muslim Americans of all
ages living in the United States in 2020, making up 1.34% of the total U.S. population. In 2017, twenty
states, mostly in the South and Midwest, reported Islam to be the largest non-Christian religion.



The first Muslims to arrive in America were enslaved people from West Africa (such as Omar ibn Said and
Ayuba Suleiman Diallo). During the Atlantic slave trade, an estimated 10 to 40 percent of the slaves brought
to colonial Americafrom Africawere Muslims, however Islam was suppressed on plantations and the
majority were forced to convert to Christianity. Nearly all enslaved Muslims and their descendants converted
to Christianity during the 18th and 19th centuries, though the Black power movement of the 20th century
would later influence the revival of 1slam among descendants of slaves. Prior to the late 19th century, the vast
majority of documented Muslims in North America were merchants, travelers, and sailors.

From the 1880sto 1914, severa thousand Muslims immigrated to the United States from the former
territories of the Ottoman Empire and British India. The Muslim population of the U.S. increased
dramatically in the second half of the 20th century due to the passage of the Immigration and Nationality Act
of 1965, which abolished previous immigration quotas. About 72 percent of American Muslims are "second
generation”.

In 2005, more people from Muslim-majority countries became legal permanent United States
residents—nearly 96,000—than there had been in any other year in the previous two decades. In 2009, more
than 115,000 Muslims became legal residents of the United States.

American Muslims come from various backgrounds and, according to a 2009 Gallup poll, are one of the most
racially diverse religious groups in the United States. According to a 2017 study done by the Institute for
Social Policy, "American Muslims are the only faith community surveyed with no majority race, with 26
percent white, 18 percent Asian, 18 percent Arab, 9 percent black, 7 percent mixed race, and 5 percent
Hispanic". The Pew Research Center estimates about 73% of American Muslims are Sunni and 16% are
Shia; the remainder identify with neither group, and include movements such as the Nation of 1slam,
Ahmadiyya, or non-denominational Muslims. Conversion to IsSlam in large cities and in prisons have also
contributed to its growth over the years.
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Islam is India's second-largest religion, with 14.2% of the country's population, or approximately 172.2
million people, identifying as adherents of Islam in a 2011 census. India has the third-largest number of
Muslimsin the world. Most of India's Muslims are Sunni, with Shia making up around 15% of the Muslim
popul ation.

Islam first spread in southern Indian communities along the Arab coastal trade routesin Gujarat and in
Malabar Coast shortly after the religion emerged in the Arabian Peninsula. Later, ISlam arrived in the
northern inland of Indian subcontinent in the 7th century when the Arabs invaded and conquered Sindh. It
arrived in Punjab and North Indiain the 12th century via the Ghaznavids and Ghurids conquest and has since
become a part of Indias religious and cultural heritage. The Barwada Mosque in Ghogha, Gujarat built
before 623 CE, Cheraman Juma Mosque (629 CE) in Methala, Kerala and Palaiya Jumma Palli (or The Old
Jumma Masgjid, 628-630 CE) in Kilakarai, Tamil Nadu are three of the first mosquesin India which were
built by seafaring Arab merchants. According to the legend of Cheraman Perumals, the first Indian mosgue
was built in 624 CE at Kodungallur in present-day Kerala with the mandate of the last ruler (the Tgjudeen
Cheraman Perumal) of the Chera dynasty, who converted to Islam during the lifetime of the Islamic prophet
Muhammad (c. 570-632). Similarly, Tamil Muslims on the eastern coasts also claim that they converted to
Islam in Muhammad's lifetime. The local mosques date to the early 700s.
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A mufti (; Arabic: ??2? [mufti?], ) isan Islamic jurist qualified to issue a nonbinding opinion (fatwa) on a
point of Islamic law (sharia). The act of issuing fatwasis called ift??. Muftis and their fatwa have played an
important role throughout Islamic history, taking on new roles in the modern era.

Tracing its origins to the Quran and early Islamic communities, the practice of ifta crystallized with the
emergence of the traditional legal theory and schools of I1slamic jurisprudence (madhahib). In the classical
legal system, fatwas issued by muftisin response to private queries served to inform Muslim popul ations
about Islam, advise courts on difficult points of Islamic law, and elaborate substantive law. In later times,
muftis also issued public and political fatwas that took a stand on doctrinal controversies, legitimized
government policies or articulated grievances of the population.

Traditionally, amufti was seen as a scholar of upright character who possessed a thorough knowledge of the
Quran, hadith and legal literature. Muftis acted as independent scholarsin the classical legal system. Over the
centuries, Sunni muftis were gradually incorporated into state bureaucracies, while Shiajuristsin Iran
progressively asserted an autonomous authority starting from the early modern era.

With the spread of codified state laws and Western-style legal education in the modern Muslim world, muftis
generally no longer play their traditional role of clarifying and elaborating the laws applied in courts.
However, muftis have continued to advise the general public on other aspects of sharia, particularly questions
regarding religious rituals and everyday life. Some modern muftis are appointed by the state to issue fatwas,
while others serve on advisory religious councils. Still othersissue fatwas in response to private queries on
television or over the internet. Modern public fatwas have addressed and sometimes sparked controversiesin
the Muslim world and beyond.

The legal methodology of modern ifta often diverges from pre-modern practice. While the proliferation of
contemporary fatwas attests to the importance of Islamic authenticity to many Muslims, little research has
been done to determine to what extent the Muslim public continues to acknowledge the religious authority of
muftis or heeds their advice.
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Ahmadiyya, officially the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat, is an Islamic messianic movement originating in
British Indiain the late 19th century. It was founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908), who said he had
been divinely appointed as both the Promised Mahdi (Guided One) and Messiah expected by Muslims to
appear towards the end times and bring about, by peaceful means, the final triumph of Islam; aswell asto
embody, in this capacity, the expected eschatological figure of other major religious traditions. Adherents of
the Ahmadiyya—a term adopted expressly in reference to Muhammad's alternative name Ahmad — are
known as Ahmadi Muslims or smply Ahmadis.

Ahmadi thought emphasizes the belief that Islam is the final dispensation for humanity as revealed to
Muhammad and the necessity of restoring it to its true intent and pristine form, which had been lost through
the centuries. Its adherents consider Ahmad to have appeared as the Mahdi—bearing the qualities of Jesusin
accordance with their reading of scriptural prophecies—to revitalize Islam and set in motion its moral system
that would bring about lasting peace. They believe that upon divine guidance he purged Islam of foreign
accretionsin belief and practice by championing what is, in their view, Islam's original precepts as practised
by Muhammad and the early Muslim community. Ahmadis thus view themselves as | eading the propagation
and renaissance of Islam.

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad established the Community (or Jam??at) on 23 March 1889 by formally accepting
allegiance from his supporters. Since his death, the Community has been led by a succession of Caliphs. By
2017 it had spread to 210 countries and territories of the world with concentrations in South Asia, West



Africa, East Africa, and Indonesia. The Ahmadis have a strong missionary tradition, having formed the first
Muslim missionary organization to arrive in Britain and other Western countries. Currently, the community
isled by its caliph, Mirza Masroor Ahmad, and is estimated to number between 10 and 20 million
worldwide.

The movement is almost entirely a single, highly organized group. However, in the early history of the
community, some Ahmadis dissented over the nature of Ahmad's prophetic status and succession. They
formed the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement, which has since dwindled to a small fraction of all Ahmadis.
Ahmadiyya's recognition of Ahmad as a prophet has been characterized as heretical by mainstream Muslims,
who believe that Muhammad was the final prophet, and the Ahmadi movement has faced non-recognition
and persecution in many parts of the world. Some Muslims pegjoratively use the term Q?diy?n? to refer to the
movement.
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