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Twitter, officially known as X since 2023, is an American microblogging and socia networking service. It is
one of the world's largest social media platforms and one of the most-visited websites. Users can share short
text messages, images, and videos in short posts commonly known as "tweets' (officially "posts') and like
other users content. The platform also includes direct messaging, video and audio calling, bookmarks, lists,
communities, an Al chatbot (Grok), job search, and a social audio feature (Spaces). Users can vote on context
added by approved users using the Community Notes feature.

Twitter was created in March 2006 by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams, and was
launched in July of that year. Twitter grew quickly; by 2012 more than 100 million users produced 340
million daily tweets. Twitter, Inc., was based in San Francisco, California, and had more than 25 offices
around the world. A signature characteristic of the serviceinitially was that posts were required to be brief.
Posts were initially limited to 140 characters, which was changed to 280 charactersin 2017. The limitation
was removed for subscribed accountsin 2023. 10% of users produce over 80% of tweets. In 2020, it was
estimated that approximately 48 million accounts (15% of all accounts) were run by internet bots rather than
humans.

The service is owned by the American company X Corp., which was established to succeed the prior owner
Twitter, Inc. in March 2023 following the October 2022 acquisition of Twitter by Elon Musk for US$44
billion. Musk stated that his goal with the acquisition was to promote free speech on the platform. Since his
acquisition, the platform has been criticized for enabling the increased spread of disinformation and hate
speech. Linda Y accarino succeeded Musk as CEO on June 5, 2023, with Musk remaining as the chairman
and the chief technology officer. In July 2023, Musk announced that Twitter would be rebranded to " X" and
the bird logo would be retired, a process which was completed by May 2024. In March 2025, X Corp. was
acquired by xAl, Musk's artificial intelligence company. The deal, an all-stock transaction, valued X at $33
billion, with afull valuation of $45 billion when factoring in $12 billion in debt. Meanwhile, XAl itself was
valued at $80 billion. In July 2025, Linda Y accarino stepped down from her role as CEO.
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Weird Twitter is aloose genre of Internet humour dedicated to publication of humorous material on the
social network Twitter that is disorganised and hard to explain.

Related to anti-humour and created primarily by Twitter users who are not professional humourists, Weird

Twitter-style jokes may be presented as disorganised thoughts, rather than in a conventional joke format or
punctuated sentence structure. The genre is based around the restriction of Twitter's 140-character message
length, requiring jokes to be quite short. The genre may also include repurposing of overlooked material on
the internet, such as parodying posts made by spambots or deliberately amateurish images created in Paint.

The New Y ork Times has described the genre as "inane" and intended "to subtly mock the site’ s corporate

and mainstream users.” A notable writer on Weird Twitter isdril.
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Twitter, Inc. was an American social media company based in San Francisco, California, which operated and
was named for its flagship social media network prior to its rebrand as X. In addition to Twitter, the company
previously operated the Vine short video app and Periscope livestreaming service. In April 2023, Twitter
merged with X Holdings and ceased to be an independent company, becoming a part of X Corp.

Twitter was created by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 2006 and was
launched that July. By 2012, more than 100 million users tweeted 340 million tweets a day. The company
went public in November 2013. By 2019, Twitter had more than 330 million monthly active users.

On April 25, 2022, Twitter agreed to a $44 hillion buyout by Elon Musk, CEO of SpaceX and Tes a, one of
the biggest deals to turn a company private. On July 8, Musk terminated the deal. Twitter's sharesfell,
leading company officials to sue Musk in Delaware's Court of Chancery on July 12. On October 4, Musk
announced his intention to purchase the company as he had agreed, for $44 billion, or $54.20 a share; the
agreement closed on October 27.

Following Musk's takeover, Twitter was criticized for an increase in hate speech, aswell asfor systemic
prioritization of right-wing content. His acquisition of the company has been characterized by large-scale
policy changes, mass layoffs and resignations, and a dramatic shift in the company's work culture.
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Stan Twitter isa community of Twitter users who post opinions on celebrities, music, TV shows, movies,
video games, social media, and other topics. It is known for using particular terminology and for incidents of
harassment. Discussions in Stan Twitter spaces often revolve around public figures — primarily those in the
entertainment industry. Stan Twitter can also be found to support political views.
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Jack Dorsey first began to develop

his early ideafor the social media site Twitter in 2006 while working at early Internet tech company Odeo.
Spun off in 2007 and expanding rapidly after that, Twitter became a significant component of global society.
It became a key part of politics and international relations but was also banned or blocked in some countries.

Twitter went public in 2013 and continued to expand. The COVID-19 pandemic challenged Twitter's
handling of misinformation on the platform. Elon Musk took Twitter private in 2022 and later changed the
name of the serviceto X.
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Black Twitter is an internet community largely consisting of the Black diaspora of usersin the United States
and other nations on X (formerly Twitter), focused on issues of interest to the black community. Feminista
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Jones described it in Salon as "a collective of active, primarily African-American Twitter users who have
created a virtual community proving adept at bringing about a wide range of sociopolitical changes.” A
similar Black Twitter community arose in South Africain the early 2010s.
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A tweet (officially known as a post since 2023) is a short status update on the socia networking site Twitter
(officially known as X since 2023) which can include images, videos, GIFs, straw polls, hashtags, mentions,
and hyperlinks. Around 80% of all tweets are made by 10% of users, averaging 138 tweets per month, with
the median user making only two tweets per month.

Following the acquisition of Twitter by Elon Musk in October 2022, and rebranding of the site as" X" in July
2023, al references to the word "tweet" were removed from the service, changed to "post”, and "retweet"
changed to "repost”. The terms "tweet" and "retweet” are still more popular when referring to posts on X.
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Verification on X, formerly known as Twitter, is a system intended to communicate the authenticity of an X
account. Since November 2022, Twitter users whose accounts are at least 90 days old and have a verified
phone number receive verification upon subscribing to X Premium or Verified Organizations; this status
persists as long as the subscription remains active.

When introduced in June 2009, the system provided the site's readers with a means to distinguish genuine
notable account holders, such as celebrities and organizations, from impostors or parodies. Until November
2022, a blue checkmark displayed against an account name indicated that Twitter had taken steps to ensure
that the account was actually owned by the person or organization whom it claimed to represent. The
checkmark does not imply endorsement from Twitter, and does not mean that tweets from a verified account
are necessarily accurate or truthful in any way. People with verified accounts on Twitter are often
colloquially referred to as "blue checks' on social media and by reporters.

In November 2022, the verification program was modified heavily by new owner Elon Musk, extending
verification to any account with a verified phone number and an active subscription to an eligible X Premium
(formerly Twitter Blue) plan. These changes faced criticism from users and the media, who believed that the
changes would ease impersonation, and allow accounts spreading misleading information to feign credibility.
In arelated change, Twitter introduced additional gold and gray checkmarks, used by Verified Organizations
and government-affiliated accounts, respectively. Twitter claims that the changes to verification are required
to "reduce fraudulent accounts and bots".

Twitter users who had been verified through the previous system were known as "legacy verified" accounts,
legacy verification was deprecated in April 2023, and stripped from accounts who do not meet the new
payment requirements. Musk later implied that he had been personally paying for the X Premium
subscriptions of several notable celebrities.
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Businessman and U.S. political figure Elon Musk initiated an acquisition of the American social media
company Twitter, Inc. on April 14, 2022, and concluded it on October 27, 2022. Musk had begun buying
shares of the company in January 2022, becoming its largest shareholder by April with a9.1 percent
ownership stake. Twitter invited Musk to join its board of directors, an offer he initially accepted before
declining. On April 14, Musk made an unsolicited offer to purchase the company, to which Twitter's board
responded with a"poison pill" strategy to resist a hostile takeover before unanimously accepting Musk's
buyout offer of $44 billion on April 25. Musk stated that he planned to introduce new features to the
platform, make its algorithms open-source, combat spambot accounts, and promote free speech, framing the
acquisition as the cornerstone of X, an "everything app".

In July, Musk announced his intention to terminate the agreement, asserting that Twitter had breached their
agreement by refusing to crack down on spambot accounts. The company filed alawsuit against Musk in the
Delaware Court of Chancery shortly thereafter, with atrial scheduled for the week of October 17. Weeks
before the trial was set to begin, Musk reversed course, announcing that he would move forward with the
acquisition. The deal was closed on October 28, with Musk immediately becoming Twitter's new owner and
CEO. Twitter was taken private and merged into a new parent company named X Corp. Musk promptly fired
several top executives, including previous CEO Parag Agrawal. Musk has since proposed several reforms to
Twitter and laid off half of the company's workforce. Hundreds of employees then resigned from the
company after Musk issued an ultimatum demanding they commit to "extremely hardcore" work. Linda

Y accarino was appointed CEO of X Corp. In July 2023, the Twitter service was rebranded as X.

Reactions to the buyout were mixed, with praise for Musk's planned reforms and vision for the company,
particularly his calls for greater free speech, but criticism over fears of a potential rise in misinformation and
disinformation, harassment, and hate speech on the platform. Within the United States, conservatives have
largely supported the acquisition, while many liberals and former Twitter employees have voiced concerns
about Musk's intentions. Since becoming owner, Musk has faced backlash for his handling of the company
and account suspensions, including the December 2022 suspensions of ten journalists.
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Twitter, now rebranded as X, has faced various criticisms over the years, particularly concerning content
moderation, censorship, and platform management.

X has faced intensified controversy since the company's acquisition by Elon Musk (in October 2022). Issues
such as handling of misinformation and disinformation, proliferation of hate speech, suspension of
journalists accounts, and temporary measures like labeling media outlets as "state-affiliated" and restricting
their visibility have sparked criticism. X continues to struggle with challenges such as viral misinformation,
hate speech, and antisemitism controversies.

Twitter is also blocked by several governments. Currently, Twitter is blocked in eight countries around the
world: China, Iran, Myanmar, North Korea, Russia, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.
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