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Alexander Hamilton (January 11, 1755 or 1757 — July 12, 1804) was an American military officer, statesman,
and Founding Father who served as thefirst U.S. secretary of the treasury from 1789 to 1795 under the
presidency of George Washington.

Born out of wedlock in Charlestown, Nevis, Hamilton was orphaned as a child and taken in by a prosperous
merchant. He was given a scholarship and pursued his education at King's College (now Columbia
University) in New Y ork City where, despite his young age, he was an anonymous but prolific and widely
read pamphleteer and advocate for the American Revolution. He then served as an artillery officer in the
American Revolutionary War, where he saw military action against the British Army in the New Y ork and
New Jersey campaign, served for four years as aide-de-camp to Continental Army commander in chief
George Washington, and fought under Washington's command in the war's climactic battle, the Siege of

Y orktown, which secured American victory in the war and with it the independence of the United States.

After the Revolutionary War, Hamilton served as a delegate from New Y ork to the Congress of the
Confederation in Philadelphia. He resigned to practice law and founded the Bank of New Y ork. In 1786,
Hamilton led the Annapolis Convention, which sought to strengthen the power of the loose confederation of
independent states under the limited authorities granted it by the Articles of Confederation. The following
year he was a delegate to the Philadel phia Convention, which drafted the U.S. Constitution creating a more
centralized federal national government. He then authored 51 of the 85 installments of The Federalist Papers,
which proved persuasive in securing its ratification by the states.

As atrusted member of President Washington'sfirst cabinet, Hamilton served as the first U.S. secretary of
the treasury. He envisioned a central government led by an energetic executive, a strong national defense,
and amore diversified economy with significantly expanded industry. He successfully argued that the
implied powers of the U.S. Constitution provided the legal basisto create the First Bank of the United States,
and assume the states war debts, which was funded by atariff on imports and a whiskey tax. Hamilton
opposed American entanglement with the succession of unstable French Revolutionary governments. In
1790, he persuaded the U.S. Congress to establish the U.S. Revenue Cutter service to protect American
shipping. In 1793, he advocated in support of the Jay Treaty under which the U.S. resumed friendly trade
relations with the British Empire. Hamilton's views became the basis for the Federalist Party, which was
opposed by the Democratic-Republican Party, led by Thomas Jefferson. Hamilton and other Federalists
supported the Haitian Revolution, and Hamilton helped draft Haiti's constitution in 1801.

After resigning as the nation's Secretary of the Treasury in 1795, Hamilton resumed hislegal and business
activities and helped lead the abolition of the Atlantic slave trade. In the Quasi-War, fought at sea between
1798 and 1800, Hamilton called for mobilization against France, and President John Adams appointed him
major general. The U.S. Army, however, did not see combat in the conflict. Outraged by Adams' response to
the crisis, Hamilton opposed his 1800 presidential re-election. Jefferson and Aaron Burr tied for the
presidency in the electoral college and, despite philosophical differences, Hamilton endorsed Jefferson over
Burr, whom he found unprincipled. When Burr ran for Governor of New Y ork in 1804, Hamilton again
opposed his candidacy, arguing that he was unfit for the office. Taking offense, Burr challenged Hamilton to
apistol duel, which took place in Weehawken, New Jersey, on July 11, 1804. Hamilton was mortally
wounded and immediately transported back across the Hudson River in a delirious state to the home of
William Bayard Jr. in Greenwich Village, New Y ork, for medical attention. The following day, on July 12,



1804, Hamilton succumbed to his wounds.

Scholars generally regard Hamilton as an astute and intellectually brilliant administrator, politician, and
financier who was sometimes impetuous. His ideas are credited with influencing the founding principles of
American finance and government. In 1997, historian Paul Johnson wrote that Hamilton was a " genius—the
only one of the Founding Fathers fully entitled to that accolade—and he had the elusive, indefinable
characteristics of genius.”
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The Burr—Hamilton duel took place in Weehawken, New Jersey, between Aaron Burr, the third U.S. vice
president at the time, and Alexander Hamilton, the first and former Secretary of the Treasury, at dawn on
July 11, 1804. The duel was the culmination of a bitter rivalry that had developed over years between both
men, who were high-profile politicians in the newly-established United States, founded following the
victorious American Revolution and its associated Revolutionary War. It is one of the most famous duelsin
American history.

In the duel, Burr shot Hamilton in the abdomen. Hamilton's shot hit a tree branch above and behind Burr's
head. Hamilton was transported across the Hudson River for treatment in present-day Greenwich Villagein
New York City, where he died the following day, on July 12, 1804.

Hamilton's death permanently weakened the Federalist Party, which was founded by Hamilton in 1789 and
was one of the nation's major two parties at the time. It also ended Burr's political career, as he was vilified
for shooting Hamilton.

Alexander Hamilton was shot close to the spot where his son Philip Hamilton was fatally wounded in a
separate duel 3 yearsprior.
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James Alexander Hamilton (April 14, 1788 — September 24, 1878) was an American soldier, acting Secretary
of State, and the third son of Alexander Hamilton, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He
entered politics as a Democrat and supporter of Andrew Jackson.
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Philip Hamilton (January 22, 1782 — November 24, 1801) was the eldest child of Alexander Hamilton (the
first U.S. Secretary of the Treasury) and Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton. He was a poet and died at age 19,
fatally shot in aduel with George Eacker.
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Angelica Hamilton (September 25, 1784 — February 6, 1857) was the second child and eldest daughter of
Elizabeth Schuyler and Alexander Hamilton, who was the first U.S. Secretary of the Treasury and one of the
Founding Fathers of the United States.
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Alexander Hamilton (November 15, 1815 — December 10, 1907) was a major general in the New Y ork State
Militia during the American Civil War, and was the oldest grandson of Alexander Hamilton, the first
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States.
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The Hamiltons of the United States are afamily of Scottish origin, whose most prominent member was
Alexander Hamilton (1755/57-1804), one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. Their ancestors and
relations in Scotland included the Lairds of Kerelaw Castle in Stevenston, North Ayrshire, of the
Cambuskeith branch of Clan Hamilton.
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Alexander Hamilton is a 2004 biography of American statesman Alexander Hamilton, written by biographer
Ron Chernow. Hamilton, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, was an instrumental promoter of
the U.S. Constitution, founder of the nation's financial system, and its first Secretary of the Treasury.

The book, which was met with mostly positive acclaim, went on to win the inaugural George Washington
Book Prize for early American history and was a nominee for the 2005 National Book Ciritics Circle Award
in biography. In 2015, the book was adapted into the musical Hamilton by playwright Lin-Manuel Miranda.
The stage production went on to win numerous accolades, including 11 Tony Awards.
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Elizabeth Hamilton (née Schuyler ; August 9, 1757 — November 9, 1854) was an American socialite and
philanthropist. She was the wife of American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton and was a passionate
champion and defender of Hamilton's work and efforts in the American Revolution and the founding of the
United States.

She was the co-founder and deputy director of Graham Windham, the first private orphanage in New Y ork
City. Sheisrecognized as an early American philanthropist for her work with the Orphan Asylum Society.

Alexander Hamilton (song)

& quot; Alexander Hamilton& quot; is the opening number for the 2015 musical Hamilton, a musical
biography of American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, which premiered
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"Alexander Hamilton™ is the opening number for the 2015 musical Hamilton, amusical biography of
American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton, which premiered on Broadway in 2015. Lin-Manuel
Miranda wrote both the music and lyrics to the song. This song features "aternately rapped and sung
exposition”.
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