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Diana, Princess of Wales (born Diana Frances Spencer; 1 July 1961 — 31 August 1997), was a member of the
British royal family. She was the first wife of Charles |1l (then Prince of Wales) and mother of Princes
William and Harry. Her activism and glamour, which made her an international icon, earned her enduring
popularity.

Diana was born into the British nobility and grew up close to the royal family, living at Park House on their
Sandringham estate. In 1981, while working as a nursery teacher's assistant, she became engaged to Charles,
the eldest son of Queen Elizabeth I1. Their wedding took place at St Paul's Cathedral in July 1981 and made
her Princess of Wales, arole in which she was enthusiastically received by the public. The couple had two
sons, William and Harry, who were then respectively second and third in the line of succession to the British
throne. Diana's marriage to Charles suffered due to their incompatibility and extramarital affairs. They
separated in 1992, soon after the breakdown of their relationship became public knowledge. Their marital
difficulties were widely publicised, and the couple divorced in 1996.

As Princess of Wales, Diana undertook royal duties on behalf of the Queen and represented her at functions
across the Commonwealth realms. She was celebrated in the mediafor her beauty, style, charm, and later, her
unconventional approach to charity work. Her patronages were initially centred on children and the elderly,
but she later became known for her involvement in two particular campaigns: one involved the social
attitudes towards and the acceptance of AIDS patients, and the other for the removal of landmines, promoted
through the International Red Cross. She also raised awareness and advocated for ways to help people
affected by cancer and mental illness. Dianawas initially noted for her shyness, but her charisma and
friendliness endeared her to the public and helped her reputation survive the public collapse of her marriage.
Considered photogenic, she was regarded as a fashion icon.

In August 1997, Dianadied in acar crash in Paris; the incident led to extensive public mourning and global
media attention. An inquest returned a verdict of unlawful killing due to gross negligence by adriver and the
paparazzi pursuing her as found in Operation Paget, an investigation by the Metropolitan Police. Her legacy
has had a significant effect on the royal family and British society.
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In the early hours of 31 August 1997, Diana, Princess of Wales died from injuries sustained in acar crash in
the Pont de I'Almatunnel in Paris, France, earlier that night. Dodi Fayed, Diana's partner, and the driver,
Mercedes-Benz chauffeur Henri Paul, were both pronounced dead at the scene. Dodi's bodyguard, Trevor
Rees-Jones, was the only survivor, having been serioudly injured. The subsequent investigation into the crash
remained controversial for decades, with many challenging the official narrative of Diand's death.

In 1999, a French investigation concluded that Paul, who was intoxicated and under the influence of
prescription drugs, lost control of the vehicle at high speed. The report held him solely responsible for the
crash. Paul was the deputy head of security at the Hotel Ritz Paris and had earlier confronted paparazzi
waiting for Diana and Fayed outside the hotel. Antidepressants and traces of an anti-psychotic found in his



blood may have compounded hisimpairment. In 2008, a British inquest, Operation Paget, returned a verdict
of unlawful killing, citing the grossly negligent driving of both Paul and the pursuing paparazzi. While initial
media reports suggested Rees-Jones survived because he was wearing a seat belt, later investigations
confirmed that none of the car's occupants were belted.

Dianawas 36 years old at the time of her death. Her death prompted an international outpouring of grief, and
her televised funeral was watched by an estimated 2.5 billion people worldwide.
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Princess Lilibet of Sussex (Lilibet Diana M ountbatten-Windsor; born 4 June 2021) is an American-born
member of the British royal family. She is the daughter of Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, and Meghan,
Duchess of Sussex. She is a granddaughter of King Charles |11 and is seventh in the line of succession to the
British throne. She was born during the reign of her great-grandmother Queen Elizabeth |1, whose childhood
nickname was Lilibet.
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There are many conspiracy theories surrounding the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, on 31 August 1997.
Official investigations in both Britain and France found that Dianadied in a manner consistent with media
reports following the fatal car crash in Paris. In 1999, a French investigation concluded that Diana died as the
result of a crash; French investigating judge Hervé Stéphan concluded that the paparazzi were some distance
from the Mercedes S280 when it crashed and were not responsible for manslaughter. After hearing evidence
at the British inquest, ajury in 2008 returned a verdict of "unlawful killing" by driver Henri Paul and the
paparazzi pursuing the car. The jury's verdict also stated: "In addition, the death of the deceased was caused
or contributed to by the fact that the deceased were not wearing a seat belt and by the fact that the Mercedes
struck the pillar in the Pont de I'Almatunnel rather than colliding with something else.”

Active in disputing the official version of events were the British tabloid newspaper the Daily Express and
Egyptian businessman Mohamed Al-Fayed, whose son, Dodi, was Diana's partner at thetime and also died in
the crash. In 2003, Diana's butler, Paul Burrell, published a note that he claimed had been written by Dianain
1993, in which there were allegations that her husband was "planning 'an accident' in [Dianas] car, brake
failure and serious head injury” so that he could marry again. She had allegedly expressed similar concernsin
October 1995 to Lord Mishcon, her solicitor, that "reliable sources" had told her "that she and Camillawould
be put aside" for Charles to marry Tiggy Legge-Bourke. Until a synod of 2002, the Anglican Church
prohibited divorced people remarrying.

A specia Metropolitan Police inquiry team was established in 2004, Operation Paget, headed by
Commissioner John Stevens to investigate the various conspiracy theories which led to the British inquest.
Thisinvestigation looked into 175 conspiracy claims that had been made by Fayed. In 2005, Charles, asa
witness, told Stevens that he did not know about his former wife's note from 1995 and could not understand
why she had these feelings. Fayed persistently propounded what were found to be conspiracy theories at the
inquest, and repeatedly claimed that he believed his son was murdered with Diana.
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A statue of Diana, Princess of Walesislocated in the Sunken Garden of London's Kensington Palace.
Commissioned by Diana's two sons William and Harry on the 20th anniversary of her death, the statue was
designed and executed by sculptor lan Rank-Broadley and placed in the newly redesigned garden by Pip
Morrison before being unveiled as amemorial to Dianaon 1 July 2021, which would have been on her 60th
birthday.
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Diana, Princess of Wales: Tribute isa 1997 compilation album released in memory of Diana, Princess of
Wales, with participation from a great number of renowned artists. The proceeds from sales of the album
went towards the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund charity created in her memory.

The album, released on 1 December 1997 on double CD and cassette, brings together 36 songs from some of
the biggest names in several genres of music, who dedicate both well-known and brand new material to the
memory of Diana, Princess of Wales, who had died three months earlier, on 31 August 1997.

The album notably omits Elton John's own tribute song to Diana, "Candle in the Wind 1997", are-working of
his hit song from 1973 (originally about Marilyn Monroe).
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The funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, started on Saturday 6 September 1997 at 9:08 am in London, when
the tenor bell of Westminster Abbey started tolling to signal the departure of the cortege from Kensington
Palace. Diana's coffin was carried from the palace on a gun carriage by riders of the King's Troop and
escorted by mounted police along Hyde Park to St James's Palace, where her body had remained for five days
before being taken to Kensington Palace. The Union Flag on top of the palace was lowered to half mast. The
official ceremony was held at Westminster Abbey in London and finished at the resting place in Diana's
family estate of Althorp, Northamptonshire.

Two thousand peopl e attended the ceremony in Westminster Abbey while the British television audience was
32.10 million on average, one of the United Kingdom's highest viewing figures ever. An estimated 2 to 2.5
billion people watched the event worldwide, making it one of the biggest televised events in history.
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Diana, Princess of Wales, owned a collection of jewels both as a member of the British royal family and asa
private individual. These were separate from the coronation and state regalia of the crown jewels. Most of her
jewels were either presents from foreign royalty, on loan from Queen Elizabeth |1, wedding presents,
purchased by Diana herself, or heirlooms belonging to the Spencer family.

Her jewellery was amix of precious stones and costume pieces, which she sourced from London's Butler &
Wilson, often reported by the media as "priceless’ jewels, which the princess found amusing. Most jewellery
dates from the 19th and 20th centuries. She also had avast collection of gold accessories, which often went
unnoticed and became understated by the media.



At formal occasions, such as banquets, the princess normally wore jewellery lent to her by the Queen, who
owned more than 300 items of jewellery. Diana's daughters-in-law, Catherine, Princess of Wales, and
Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, have worn various pieces from her collection.
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"An Interview with HRH The Princess of Wales" is an episode of the BBC documentary series Panorama
which was broadcast on BBC1 on 20 November 1995. The 54-minute programme saw Diana, Princess of
Wales, interviewed by journalist Martin Bashir about her relationship with her husband, Charles, Prince of
Wales, and the reasons for their subsequent separation. The programme was watched by nearly 23 million
viewersin the UK. The worldwide audience was estimated at 200 million across 100 countries. In the UK,
the National Grid reported a 1,000 MW surge in demand for power after the programme. At the time, the
BBC hailed the interview as the scoop of a generation.

In 2020, BBC director-general Tim Davie apologised to the princess's brother Lord Spencer because Bashir
had used forged bank statements to win his and Diana's trust to secure the interview. Former Justice of the
Supreme Court Lord John Dyson conducted an independent inquiry into the issue. Dyson'sinquiry found
Bashir guilty of deceit and of breaching BBC editoria conduct to obtain the interview. A year after the
inquiry's conclusion, Tim Davie announced that the BBC would never air the interview again and would not
licence it to other broadcasters.
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Lady Diana Spencer's bridal gown was an ivory silk taffeta and antique lace gown, with a 25-foot (7.6 m)
train and a 153 yards (140 m) tulle veil, valued then at £9,000, equivalent to £34,182 in 2025 (equivalent to
$43,573 in 2023). It was worn at Diana's wedding to Charles, Prince of Walesin 1981 at St Paul's Cathedral .
It became one of the most famous dresses in the world, and was considered one of the most closely guarded
secretsin fashion history.
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