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Clinical psychology is an integration of human science, behavioral science, theory, and clinical knowledge
aimed at understanding, preventing, and relieving psychological distress or dysfunction as well as promoting
well-being and personal growth. Central to its practice are psychological assessment, diagnosis, clinical
formulation, and psychotherapy; although clinical psychologists also engage in research, teaching,
consultation, forensic testimony, and program development and administration. In many countries, clinical
psychology is aregulated mental health profession.

Thefield is generally considered to have begun in 1896 with the opening of the first psychological clinic at
the University of Pennsylvania by Lightner Witmer. In the first half of the 20th century, clinical psychology
was focused on psychological assessment, with little attention given to treatment. This changed after the
1940s when World War 11 resulted in the need for alarge increase in the number of trained clinicians. Since
that time, three main educational models have developed in the US—the PhD Clinical Science model
(heavily focused on research), the PhD science-practitioner model (integrating scientific research and
practice), and the PsyD practitioner-scholar model (focusing on clinical theory and practice). In the UK and
Ireland, the Clinical Psychology Doctorate falls between the latter two of these models, whilst in much of
mainland Europe, the training is at the master's level and predominantly psychotherapeutic. Clinical
psychologists are expert in providing psychotherapy, and generally train within four primary theoretical
orientations—psychodynamic, humanistic, cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), and systems or family

therapy.

Clinical psychology is different from psychiatry. Although practitionersin both fields are experts in mental
health, clinical psychologists are expertsin psychological assessment including neuropsychological and
psychometric assessment and treat mental disorders primarily through psychotherapy. Currently, only seven
US states, Louisiana, New Mexico, Illinois, lowa, Idaho, Colorado and Utah (being the most recent state)
allow clinical psychologists with advanced specialty training to prescribe psychotropic medications.
Psychiatrists are medical doctors who specialize in the treatment of mental disorders via avariety of

methods, e.g., diagnostic assessment, psychotherapy, psychoactive medications, and medical procedures such
as electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) or transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS). Psychiatrists do not as
standard have advanced training in psychometrics, research or psychotherapy equivalent to that of Clinical
Psychologists.
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A psychologist is a professional who practices psychology and studies mental states, perceptual, cognitive,
emotional, and social processes and behavior. Their work often involves the experimentation, observation,
and interpretation of how individuals relate to each other and to their environments.

Psychologists usually acquire a bachelor's degree in psychology, followed by a master's degree or doctorate
in psychology. Unlike psychiatrists and psychiatric nurse-practitioners, psychologists usually cannot

prescribe medication, but depending on the jurisdiction, some psychologists with additional training can be
licensed to prescribe medications; qualification requirements may be different from a bachelor's degree and



master's degree.

Psychologists receive extensive training in psychological testing, communication techniques, scoring,
interpretation, and reporting, while psychiatrists are not usually trained in psychological testing.
Psychologists are also trained in, and often specialize in, one or more psychotherapies to improve symptoms
of many mental disorders, including but not limited to treatment for anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress
disorder, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, personality disorders and eating disorders. Treatment from
psychologists can be individual or in groups. Cognitive behavioral therapy isacommonly used, well studied
and high efficacy psychotherapy practiced by psychologists. Psychol ogists can work with arange of
institutions and people, such as schools, prisons, in aprivate clinic, in aworkplace, or with a sports team.

Applied psychology applies theory to solve problems in human and animal behavior. Applied fields include
clinical psychology, counseling psychology, sport psychology, forensic psychology, industrial and
organizational psychology, health psychology and school psychology. Licensing and regulations can vary by
state and profession.
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Alfred Adler ( AD-I?r; Austrian German: [?alfre?d ?a?dl?]; 7 February 1870 — 28 May 1937) was an
Austrian medical doctor, psychotherapist, and founder of the school of individual psychology. His emphasis
on the importance of feelings of belonging, relationships within the family, and birth order set him apart from
Freud and othersin their common circle. He proposed that contributing to others (social interest or
Gemeinschaftsgefiihl) was how the individual feels a sense of worth and belonging in the family and society.
His earlier work focused on inferiority, coining the term inferiority complex, an isolating element which he
argued plays akey rolein personality development. Alfred Adler considered a human being as an individual
whole, and therefore he called his school of psychology "individual psychology".

Adler was the first to emphasi ze the importance of the social element in the re-adjustment process of the
individual and to carry psychiatry into the community. A Review of General Psychology survey, published in
2002, ranked Adler as the 67th most eminent psychologist of the 20th century.
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The Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D. or D.Psych.) is aprofessional doctoral degree intended to prepare
graduates for careers that apply scientific knowledge of psychology and deliver empirically based serviceto
individuals, groups and organizations. Earning the degree was originally completed through one of two
established training models for clinical psychology. However, Psy.D. programs are no longer limited to
clinical psychology as several universities and professional schools have begun to award professional
doctorates in business psychology, organizational development, forensic psychology, counseling psychology,
and school Psychology.
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The degree of Doctor of Clinical Psychology (DClinPsy/DClinPsych/ClinPsyD) is a professional doctorate in
clinical psychology, awarded mainly in the United Kingdom and Ireland. The degree has both clinical and



research components, and qualifies the holder to practice as aclinical psychologist in Britain's National
Health Service and other clinical settings. It bears some similarities to the Doctor of Psychology degreein the
United States.
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The M.Phil Clinical Psychology is aprofessional course and qualification in clinical psychology in some
countries, including India. Elsewhere, other qualifications may be required or expected.
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Psychology is the scientific study of mind and behavior. Its subject matter includes the behavior of humans
and nonhumans, both conscious and unconscious phenomena, and mental processes such as thoughts,
feelings, and motives. Psychology is an academic discipline of immense scope, crossing the boundaries
between the natural and social sciences. Biological psychologists seek an understanding of the emergent
properties of brains, linking the discipline to neuroscience. As socia scientists, psychologists aim to
understand the behavior of individuals and groups.

A professional practitioner or researcher involved in the discipline is called a psychologist. Some
psychologists can also be classified as behavioral or cognitive scientists. Some psychol ogists attempt to
understand the role of mental functionsin individual and social behavior. Others explore the physiological
and neurobiological processes that underlie cognitive functions and behaviors.

As part of an interdisciplinary field, psychologists are involved in research on perception, cognition,
attention, emotion, intelligence, subjective experiences, motivation, brain functioning, and personality.
Psychologists' interests extend to interpersonal relationships, psychological resilience, family resilience, and
other areas within social psychology. They also consider the unconscious mind. Research psychologists
employ empirical methods to infer causal and correlational relationships between psychosocial variables.
Some, but not al, clinical and counseling psychologists rely on symbolic interpretation.

While psychological knowledge is often applied to the assessment and treatment of mental health problems,
it is aso directed towards understanding and solving problems in several spheres of human activity. By many
accounts, psychology ultimately aims to benefit society. Many psychologists are involved in some kind of
therapeutic role, practicing psychotherapy in clinical, counseling, or school settings. Other psychologists
conduct scientific research on awide range of topics related to mental processes and behavior. Typically the
latter group of psychologists work in academic settings (e.g., universities, medical schools, or hospitals).
Another group of psychologistsisemployed in industrial and organizational settings. Y et others are involved
in work on human development, aging, sports, health, forensic science, education, and the media.
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Abnormal psychology isthe branch of psychology that studies unusual patterns of behavior, emotion, and
thought, which could possibly be understood as a mental disorder. Although many behaviors could be
considered as abnormal, this branch of psychology typically deals with behavior in aclinical context. There
isalong history of attempts to understand and control behavior deemed to be aberrant or deviant
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(statistically, functionally, morally, or in some other sense), and there is often cultural variation in the
approach taken. The field of abnormal psychology identifies multiple causes for different conditions,
employing diverse theories from the general field of psychology and elsewhere, and much still hinges on
what exactly is meant by "abnormal”. There has traditionally been a divide between psychological and
biological explanations, reflecting a philosophical dualism in regard to the mind-body problem. There have
also been different approachesin trying to classify mental disorders. Abnormal includes three different
categories; they are subnormal, supernormal and paranormal.

The science of abnormal psychology studies two types of behaviors: adaptive and maladaptive behaviors.
Behaviors that are mal adaptive suggest that some problem(s) exist, and can also imply that theindividual is
vulnerable and cannot cope with environmental stress, which isleading them to have problems functioning in
daily life in their emotions, mental thinking, physical actions and talks. Behaviors that are adaptive are ones
that are well-suited to the nature of people, their lifestyles and surroundings, and to the people that they
communicate with, allowing them to understand each other.

Clinical psychology isthe applied field of psychology that seeks to assess, understand, and treat
psychological conditionsin clinical practice. The theoretical field known as abnormal psychology may form
a backdrop to such work, but clinical psychologists in the current field are unlikely to use the term abnormal
in reference to their practice. Psychopathology is asimilar term to abnormal psychology, but may have more
of an implication of an underlying pathology (disease process), which assumes the medical model of mental
disturbance and as such, is aterm more commonly used in the medical specialty known as psychiatry.
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Forensic psychology is the application of scientific knowledge and methods (in relation to psychology) to
assist in answering legal questions that may arise in criminal, civil, contractual, or other judicial proceedings.
Forensic psychology includes research on various psychology-law topics, such as: jury selection, reducing
systemic racism in criminal law between humans, eyewitness testimony, evaluating competency to stand
trial, or assessing military veterans for service-connected disability compensation. The American
Psychological Association's Specialty Guidelines for Forensic Psychologists reference severa psychology
sub-disciplines, such as: social, clinical, experimental, counseling, and neuropsychology.
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Clinical neuropsychology is a subfield of psychology concerned with the applied science of brain-behaviour
relationships. Clinical neuropsychologists apply their research to the assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and
rehabilitation of patients with neurological, medical, neurodevelopmental, and psychiatric conditions. The
branch of neuropsychology associated with children and young peopleis called pediatric neuropsychology.

Clinical neuropsychology is a specialized form of clinical psychology focused on research as afocal point of
treatment within the field. For instance, a clinical neuropsychologist will be able to determine whether a
symptom was caused by atraumatic injury to the head or by a neurological/psychiatric condition. Another
focus of aclinical neuropsychologist isto find cerebral abnormalities.

Assessment is primarily by way of neuropsychological tests, but also includes patient history, qualitative
observation, neuroimaging and other diagnostic medical procedures. Clinical neuropsychology requires an
in-depth knowledge of : neuroanatomy, neurobiology, psychopharmacol ogy and neuropathology.
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