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Italy, officially the Italian Republic, is a country in Southern and Western Europe. It consists of a peninsula
that extends into the Mediterranean Sea, with the Alps on its northern land border, as well as nearly 800
islands, notably Sicily and Sardinia. Italy shares land borders with France to the west; Switzerland and
Austria to the north; Slovenia to the east; and the two enclaves of Vatican City and San Marino. It is the
tenth-largest country in Europe by area, covering 301,340 km2 (116,350 sq mi), and the third-most populous
member state of the European Union, with nearly 59 million inhabitants. Italy's capital and largest city is
Rome; other major cities include Milan, Naples, Turin, Palermo, Bologna, Florence, Genoa, and Venice.

The history of Italy goes back to numerous Italic peoples – notably including the ancient Romans, who
conquered the Mediterranean world during the Roman Republic and ruled it for centuries during the Roman
Empire. With the spread of Christianity, Rome became the seat of the Catholic Church and the Papacy.
Barbarian invasions and other factors led to the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire between late
antiquity and the Early Middle Ages. By the 11th century, Italian city-states and maritime republics
expanded, bringing renewed prosperity through commerce and laying the groundwork for modern capitalism.
The Italian Renaissance flourished during the 15th and 16th centuries and spread to the rest of Europe. Italian
explorers discovered new routes to the Far East and the New World, contributing significantly to the Age of
Discovery.

After centuries of political and territorial divisions, Italy was almost entirely unified in 1861, following wars
of independence and the Expedition of the Thousand, establishing the Kingdom of Italy. From the late 19th
to the early 20th century, Italy industrialised – mainly in the north – and acquired a colonial empire, while the
south remained largely impoverished, fueling a large immigrant diaspora to the Americas. From 1915 to
1918, Italy took part in World War I with the Entente against the Central Powers. In 1922, the Italian fascist
dictatorship was established. During World War II, Italy was first part of the Axis until an armistice with the
Allied powers (1940–1943), then a co-belligerent of the Allies during the Italian resistance and the liberation
of Italy (1943–1945). Following the war, the monarchy was replaced by a republic and the country made a
strong recovery.

A developed country with an advanced economy, Italy has the eighth-largest nominal GDP in the world, the
second-largest manufacturing sector in Europe, and plays a significant role in regional and – to a lesser extent
– global economic, military, cultural, and political affairs. It is a founding and leading member of the
European Union and the Council of Europe, and is part of numerous other international organizations and
forums. As a cultural superpower, Italy has long been a renowned global centre of art, music, literature,
cuisine, fashion, science and technology, and the source of multiple inventions and discoveries. It has the
highest number of World Heritage Sites (60) and is the fifth-most visited country in the world.
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Juventus Football Club (Italian pronunciation: [ju?v?ntus]; from iuvent?s, Latin for 'youth'), commonly
known as Juventus or colloquially as Juve (pronounced [?ju?ve]), is an Italian professional football club
based in Turin, Piedmont, who compete in Serie A, the top tier of the Italian football league system. Founded



in 1897 by a group of Turinese students, the club played in different grounds around the city, and plays now
in Juventus Stadium.

Nicknamed la Vecchia Signora ("the Old Lady"), it has won 36 official league titles, 15 Coppa Italia trophies
and nine Italian Super Cups, being the record holder for all these competitions; they also hold two
Intercontinental Cups, two European Cup / UEFA Champions Leagues, one European Cup Winners' Cup,
three UEFA Cups (Italian record), two UEFA Super Cups and one UEFA Intertoto Cup (Italian record).
Consequently, the side leads the historical Federazione Italiana Giuoco Calcio (FIGC) classification, whilst
on the international stage the club occupies the sixth position in Europe and the twelfth in the world for most
confederation titles won with eleven trophies, as well as the fourth in the all-time Union of European
Football Associations (UEFA) competitions ranking, having obtained the highest coefficient score during
seven seasons since its introduction in 1979, the most for an Italian team in both cases and joint second
overall in the last cited.

Founded with the name of Sport-Club Juventus, initially as an athletics club, it is the second oldest of its kind
still active in the country after Genoa's football section (1893) and has competed every season of the premier
club division (reformulated in different formats until the Serie A inception in 1929) since its debut in 1900
with the exception of the 2006–07 season, being managed by the industrial Agnelli family almost
continuously since 1923. The relationship between the club and that dynasty is the oldest and longest in
national sports, making Juventus one of the first professional sporting clubs ante litteram in the country,
having established itself as a major force in the national stage since the 1930s and at confederation level since
the mid-1970s, and becoming, in a nearly stable basis, one of the top-ten wealthiest in world football in terms
of value, revenue and profit since the mid-1990s, being listed on the Borsa Italiana since 2001.

Under the management of Giovanni Trapattoni, the club won 13 trophies in the ten years before 1986,
including six league titles and five international tournaments, and became the first to win all three seasonal
competitions organised by the Union of European Football Associations: the 1976–77 UEFA Cup (first
Southern European side to do so), the 1983–84 Cup Winners' Cup and the 1984–85 European Champions'
Cup. With successive triumphs in the 1984 European Super Cup and 1985 Intercontinental Cup, it became
the first and thus far only in the world to complete a clean sweep of all five historical confederation trophies;
an achievement that they revalidated with the title won in the 1999 UEFA Intertoto Cup after another
successful era led by Marcello Lippi, becoming in addition, until 2022, the only professional Italian club to
have won every ongoing honour available to the first team and organised by a national or international
football association. In December 2000, Juventus was placed seventh in the FIFA's historic ranking of the
best clubs in the world, and nine years later was ranked second best club in Europe during the 20th century
based on a statistical study series by the International Federation of Football History & Statistics (IFFHS),
the highest for an Italian club in both.

The club's fan base is the largest at the national level and one of the largest worldwide. Unlike most
European sporting supporters' groups, which are often concentrated around their own club's city of origin, it
is widespread throughout the whole country and the Italian diaspora, making Juventus a symbol of
anticampanilismo ("anti-parochialism") and italianità ("Italianness"). Juventus players have won eight Ballon
d'Or awards, four of these in consecutive years (1982–1985, an overall joint record), among these Michel
Platini as well as three of the five recipients with Italian nationality as the first player representing Serie A,
Omar Sívori, and the former member of the youth sector Paolo Rossi; they have also won four FIFA World
Player of the Year awards, with winners as Roberto Baggio and Zinedine Zidane, a national record and third
and joint second highest overall, respectively, in the cited prizes. Finally, the club has also provided the most
players to the Italy national team—mostly in official competitions in almost uninterrupted way since
1924—who often formed the group that led the Azzurri squad to international success, most importantly in
the 1934, 1982 and 2006 FIFA World Cups.
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Universitas Mercatorum (Italian: Università degli Studi delle Camere di Commercio Italiane Universitas
Mercatorum, lit. 'University of the Italian Chambers of Commerce Universitas Mercatorum') is a private
university located in Rome, Italy, founded in 2006 by the Italian Chambers of Commerce (i.e. Camera di
commercio, industria, artigianato e agricoltura and Unioncamere).
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The Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Agriculture and Artisanship (Italian: Camera di Commercio, Industria,
Agricoltura e Artigianato, CCIAA) is a group of Italian organizations that promote business activities.
Companies are required to register in the chamber of the province in which they belong and to fill their
annual financial accounts to Registro delle Imprese, a division of the chamber.

The chamber is also involved in direct investments in companies, such as Bologna Chamber of Commerce is
the major shareholder of Aeroporto Guglielmo Marconi di Bologna, the operator of Bologna Airport, as well
as Tecno Holding, a consortium that owned a minority stake in Società Azionaria Gestione Aeroporto Torino
and Autostrade Lombarde.
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Sicily (Italian and Sicilian: Sicilia), officially the Sicilian Region (Italian: Regione Siciliana), is an island in
the central Mediterranean Sea and one of the 20 regions of Italy, situated south of the Italian Peninsula in
continental Europe. With 4.7 million inhabitants, including 1.2 million in and around the capital city of
Palermo, it is both the largest and most populous island in the Mediterranean Sea.

Sicily is named after the Sicels, who inhabited the eastern part of the island during the Iron Age. Sicily has a
rich and unique culture in arts, music, literature, cuisine, and architecture. Its most prominent landmark is
Mount Etna, the tallest active volcano in Europe, and one of the most active in the world, currently 3,403 m
(11,165 ft) high. The island has a typical Mediterranean climate. It is separated from Calabria by the Strait of
Messina. It is one of the five Italian autonomous regions and is generally considered part of Southern Italy.

The earliest archaeological record of human activity on the island dates to around 14,000 BC. By around 750
BC, Sicily had three Phoenician and a dozen Greek colonies along its coasts, becoming one of the centers of
Magna Graecia. The Sicilian Wars of 580–265 BC were fought between the Carthaginians and Greeks, and
the Punic Wars of 264–146 BC were fought between Rome and Carthage. The Roman province of Sicilia
ended with the fall of the Roman Empire in the 5th century AD. Sicily was ruled during the Early Middle
Ages by the Vandals, the Ostrogoths, the Byzantine Empire, and the Emirate of Sicily.

The Norman conquest of southern Italy led to the creation of the County of Sicily in 1071, which was
succeeded by the Kingdom of Sicily in 1130. In 1816, the kingdom unified with the Kingdom of Naples to
form the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. Following the Sicilian Vespers in 1282, Sicily was ruled by Aragon
and then Spain, either in personal union with the crown or by a cadet branch, except for a brief period of
Savoy and then Habsburg rule in 1713–1735. Following the Expedition of the Thousand, an invasion led by
Giuseppe Garibaldi, and a subsequent plebiscite, the island became part of the newly unified Italy in 1860.
Sicily was given special status as an autonomous administrative division on 15 May 1946, 18 days before the
1946 Italian institutional referendum.
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The Accademia di Agricoltura di Torino (academy of agriculture) of Turin was founded as the Società
Agraria di Torino on 24 May 1785, by edict of Victor Amadeus III, King of Sardinia,

"to promote for the public advantage the cultivation of lands mainly in His Majesty's felicitous dominions in
accordance with rules both appropriate and in keeping with their varied natures."

The organisation was later granted royal status, becoming the Reale Società Agraria, and today is known as
the Accademia di Agricoltura di Torino (Turin Academy of Agriculture).

The impetus to establish the society came from the aristocratic landowners of Piedmont who provided its
leadership. During this period they were anxious to embrace the results of scientific research into new and
more productive farming methods in order to maximise the profitability of their estates. This they achieved
through such means as developing the network of irrigation canals, extending the cultivation of rice,
introducing new animal breeds, and establishing new business arrangements: sharecropping was replaced by
large-scale leasing agreements.
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The Cinque Terre (Italian: [?t?i?kwe ?t?rre]; Ligurian: Çinque Tære; meaning 'Five Lands') is a coastal area
within Liguria, in the northwest of Italy. It lies in the west of La Spezia Province, and comprises five
villages: Monterosso al Mare, Vernazza, Corniglia, Manarola and Riomaggiore. The coastline, the five
villages, and the surrounding hillsides are all part of the Cinque Terre National Park, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Vernazza is one of I Borghi più belli d'Italia ("The most beautiful villages of Italy").

The Cinque Terre area is a popular tourist destination. Over the centuries, people have built terraces on the
rugged, steep landscape right up to the cliffs that overlook the Ligurian Sea. Paths, trains, and boats connect
the villages as cars can only reach them with great difficulty from the outside via narrow and precarious
mountain roads.
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The Consiglio per la ricerca e la sperimentazione in agricoltura (CRA) is an Italian public body based in
Rome and supervised by the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forests.

The CRA is active in the research for agriculture, agro-industry, fisheries and forestry. It implements three-
year plans, undertaking its own scientific, organization, administrative, and financial rules.

The CRA statutory bodies are:

the central administration

the president

the board
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The president is assisted by a secretariat. The board is active in the frame of the presidency. The CRA is
made of 28 agricultural research bodies, assembling 54 operative units spread across Italy. Research bodies
include the following departments:

Agro-industry products processing and valorization; 11 research centers and units,

Agronomy, Forests and Land; 11 research centers and units,

Biology and Animal production; 8 research centers and units,

Biology and Plant production; 19 research centers and units,

Quality, Certification and Reference.

The departments direct, promote and coordinate scientific and technological activities of the related research
bodies. Each department is structured in research centers and units.

The CRA supervises the "Morando Bolognini Foundation", based in Sant'Angelo Lodigiano, in charge of
conservation and multiplication of the basic seed of improved plant varieties and hybrids.

The Publishing, Library and Communication service is in charge of divulgation, communication and
participation to public events; it coordinates scientific and technical publishing activities. It supervises the
institution's central library.

The CRA programs are aligned to the following topics:

Agriculture as a service for the society,

Innovation for enterprises national and international competitiveness,

Strengthening of CRA scientific skills.
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The Faà di Bruno family is the name of an Italian noble family based in the areas of Asti, Casale, and
Alessandria, which provided the Counts (later Marquises) of Bruno. In 1703 the family became additionally
counts of Carentino.
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A chamber of commerce, or board of trade, is a form of business network. For example, a local organization
of businesses whose goal is to further the interests of businesses. Business owners in towns and cities form
these local societies to advocate on behalf of the business community. Local businesses are members, and
they elect a board of directors or executive council to set policy for the chamber. The board or council then
hires a president, CEO, or executive director, plus staffing appropriate to size, to run the organization.
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A chamber of commerce may be a voluntary or a mandatory association of business firms belonging to
different trades and industries. They serve as spokespeople and representatives of a business community.
They differ from country to country.
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